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It is 11:53 pm on Saturday January 17, 2004. I just got back from my last trip to Kinkos to print the final cover for Start Today #4. Boy did 
I this thing take forever to come out. I actually started working on it around August, hoping for a late October release. I'm sure you know 
how things work in the hardcore world by now. You can also thank my friend Mike for getting me addicted to Madden and causing some 
lengthy delays as well. You can send him hate mail c/o the zine. Tm pretty happy with this issue. 1 knew issue #3 would be tough to follow, 
and I hope you find it to be just as good. Not too much is new with me, except I got my very first dog on August 10. She is an adorable 
black pug named Molly. My wife and I rescued her from a local shelter. I have no idea how anyone could give her up. Except for late night 
walks when it's freezing out, owning a dog is the best thing in the world! I want to thank Bridge 9 and Revelation Records for selling issue 
#3 through their webstores and all the kids who were quick to write to me about helping me distro this zine. I really appreciate all the help. 
There are a ton of people who have inspired me or helped me out, any naming names would take way to long. Believe it or not, I already 
have some ideas on the burner for issue #5. I also would like to have that out around September if everything goes well. Until next issue 
skate hard and never give in. 

I am straight edge. I have been for a very long time and will be for even longer. Start Today is not an exclusively straight edge zine. 
Everyone has their own choices to make. I just hope that people follow what is in their heart and not what is cool. 

Photo credits: Mike Vallely (Mike Smith), all the pics in the Revelation interview came from truetilldeath.com. and the photos from the 
Positive Peer Pressure interview came from Belief Fanzine, All As One Fanzine, and Inward Monitor Fanzine. 

I have Start Today shirts, if you are interested. I’m always coming up with new designs, so if you are interested drop me a line and I'll let 
you know what I have at the moment. Also, anyone who bought a Nothing Can Compare shirt from me at Posi Numbers and had problems 
with the ink fading, I am sorry about that. I used a new brand of ink because I liked the color, but it sure didn't hold up on some shirts. 

A bi s " fu <* you’ - to the so called "hardcore labels" that can spend all kindsTfmone^!n2pagS^^ 

on pT n but “fY hav : the r ney " to run an ad in a r “- ^ ^ t^gs ** 

you are in the first place Fuck off. we don t need you here. I guess it’s ok though, since they hardly ever put out records that would be 
remotely considered hardcore. Emo pop is just more profitable. 

Some things I am into right now outside the hardcore world include The Epoxies, art by Daniel Martin Diaz and Chris Mars, Ethiopian and 
Thai food, steep tea. Madden for PS2, serial killers. House of 1000 Corp ses (all things horror). Big Fish, and spending too much time online. 

I hope you enjoy this new issue and I leave you with these words: 

“The older you get the more rules they are going to try and get you to follow. 

_ You just gotta keep on livin ’ man! L-I-V-I-N.’'- Wooderson 

I p h ‘ S K SSU u IS dedicated t0 an °' d f " end of mine. ’‘Hardcore” Vince. Vince died last year of a heroin overdose. If you ever went to shows in 
ittsburgh. you knew Vince. He had a heart of gold and would do anything for anybody. I hadn’t seen him since'l moved awav but I will 

° n ^ ** WhilC d0inga ° ne - man ** P*«- Please don’t do drugs. It’s just not worth the price. RIP 



Start Today Fanzine 
c/o Jeff Lasich 
217 N. OakAve. 
Clifton Heights, PA 19018 
starttodayzine@hotmail.com 
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coming out WINTER 200 


THE DEBUT CD/7” from 
norcal’s Killing the Dream. 
The 7” features 5 brand new 
tracks. The CD includes the 
entire 2003 demo! Melodic, 
intense hardcore in the vein 
of Comeback Kid and Stay 


THE LAST RECORDING from 
Oxnard’s In Control. 7” leal 
tures 3 brand new exclusive 
songs and a re-recorded ver¬ 
sion of "He Fails Me*. CD in¬ 
cludes an additional track, a 
re-recorded version of FUEL 
THE FIRE! 


mutts • -vXtttV: 


PO Box 5242 / Concord, CA 94524 / www.rivalrecdrds.NET R £ fi 


Fight Fire with Fire Records f PO Box 2S4 Stuyvesant Fails, NY 12174 USA } www.fightfirehq.com ! Exclusively distributed by Revdistribution 


1. NEVER SURRENDER S.T EP 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON FIGHT FIRE WITH FIRE: 

2. RISE UP “HARDCORE *03 COMPILATION 3. COALITION "BREAKING POINT” 4. BONES BRIGADE “I HATE MYSELF WHEN I’M 
NOT SKATEBOARDING” 5. HEARTBREAKER “TURN THE CHANNEL" 


OUT NOW ON 

FIGHT FIRE WITH FIRE RECORDS 


THE CHANGE 

S/T FULL LENGTH 


ALL THE WAY FROM SWEDEN 


THIS IS SOME OF THE BEST 
MELODIC HARDCORE 1 * 

YOU’LL HEAR ANYWHERE 
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Damage 

r 5j from Rev. When I put it on, I was happy I bought it. 
fiV Straight up melodic hardcore in the vein of Uniform 
Choice. Last March, they made the trip over the pond to 
do a weeklong tour. I was lucky enough to see them twice. 
By the time you read this, their full-length record should 
be out on Livewire records. I heard it last night, and let 
me tell you it is probably the best hardcore record to come 
out of Europe. In late December, I sent Espen some 
questions and he had the answers back to me the very next 

So what's new? 

Nothing much. Got our record done and just waiting tor it to 
come out and then try to tour again. Other then that Norway is 
just cold and unpleasant right now. 

• ■ I > •••»••••••••••••••«••«••( 


When the weather is horrible there, what do you do to pass time? 

Well just hang inside really. But the weather isn't all that bad actually with global warming going on, winters have gotten weirder and 
weirder here. I like to watch a lot of movies, play guitar, Playstation. The normal inside stuff. 


Do you have any crazy stories about black metal dudes or dudes who live in the forest, listening to Morrtis and think they are 
trolls? 

We used to share a building with lots of bands back when I was doing Sportswear, like a practice room type place. Satyricon, Ulver, 
Mayhem, all these bands practiced there. Sometimes we would find feathers from chickens in the hall. They would always practice 
around midnight, very funny stuff. At shows, they used to have these black metal nights at certain clubs. They would wear battle- 
axes and swords. Like 7-8 years ago, that was the time to check out Norwegian black metal. Now it toned down a lot. 

DlrnTwaslupposeTloplaJ^Sportswear. He moved to Norway, but then we broke up. Me and him tried to do a band with Kim 
right after Sportswear, but it never amounted to anything, although two of the songs from then were re-wr.tten and used for the new 
DC lp But we used to talk about wanting to do a Dag Nasty type of band, still hard but with a little melody to it. But it never 
happened. Then Daniel and the dudes he used to live with decided to try and do a band and they ended up not having a singer. It was 
the type of band Daniel and me had talked about doing a few years earlier, Dag Nasty meets YOT Then they asked if I d be into 
checking it out. I never sang before in a band, but I thought fuck it, why not give it a shot? They had almost written all of the song 



* nd ”” e ” a hard " “ “ can " “ 
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Why did you end i 
that work out? 

We just wanted to j 

in the states. So it seemed logical to try and go i 
an U.S label. Originally we wanted to keep Crucial 
Response for Europe and then have a separate label 
for the U.S, but Pete CRR wasn't into that so we 
parted ways. Unfortunately I would say, cause he's 
a great guy, but we had to do what was best for the 
band. Then we hooked up with Ed and Livewire. 
He’s an old friend of mine and when he heard our 
first record he was really into it and said that he 
would like to do something with us on Livewire. 

So we just went for it. 







































































































































































How did the first US tour go? 

The tour was awesome!! It was hard and all, but still awesome. We played for a lot of cool | 
kids and had a GREAT time with TFS. Those guys are just really sincere and good kids 
that were cool enough to bring us on their tour. I mean people got sick, I almost broke 
my ankle and some of the drives were horrendous. But still I wouldn’t want to change 
a second of it. For us being a European band to get that kind of a response felt so good. 

To be honest I was a little afraid that people wouldn’t give two shits about us. It’s like a 
known fact that Americans can be somewhat biased when it comes to euro hardcore, but 
to us it was just an overwhelmingly positive experience. 



What Euro bands should people check out? 

Afterlife, The Change, Enforcer, Between Us, there's tons of bands out there.l 


i How did you end up in Hands Tied? 

I got asked. Simple as that. I was hangin’ at Tim's house on a vacation I had, and he said, "If you could get over here, would you 
wanna play with us?" I was like sure. I’ll try to make that happen. Two months later I was living in Philly with Matt Smith playing 
I in Hands Tied. Things went really fast. I wish that we could have done more as a band. We had some killer new songs that never got 
I recorded. 

I Were you stoked to do the Hands Tied reunion shows? 

I ? h f yeah u ‘? ally! u 1 alW w S l0ved playing in that band ’ and the SOngs are great! What was so C001 about was that we never practiced 
betore the first show. We just remembered the songs on our own and listened to them on our own and then just went for it I think we 

really clicked as a band as well. I wish we could have done more shows actually. In my mind I sometimes build scenarios where 
|^andsj^ed_didn£b^ak up. If I had sorted my visa problems out ea rlier maybe we would have. 

What is your favorite Damage Control show? What is the best show you have ever seen? 

I have probably three shows that stick out in my mind: Spain, Leisning (Germany) and Wilkes-Barre. 

Spain was just so awesome cause basically nobody knew who we were and they still were going off for us. They are so into 
supporting bands and the scene. We were really blown away by it. 

The Leisning show was one of those moments you feel people are really into supporting your band. It was the second time we played 
there and people were singing along and diving and were just very amped up for the show. There was just such a good feeling in the 
air after the show. 

| Wilkes-Barre just stands out cause I remember being on stage and thinking, “Wow, we’re touring the U.S!” I see a lot of my friends 
in the crowd and people seem to be into our band. It was a very good feeling. Also One Up, Running Like Thieves and The First Step 
1 played so it was an awesome show! Also we hooked up with the Livewire boys and kinda agreed on doing the record with them. A 
picture from that show ended up in the record layout! 















I As for the best show there’s gonna be a split again. The last 
I Mouthpiece show at Obsessions I thought was awesome. I was 
I just such a big Mouthpiece fan back then. I still am. That’s also | 
when I first got to know Tim and Ed. So that has a very special 
place in my heart that show. 

Also in Norway two shows were just insane! The Descendents 
reunion tour in 95 I think and the first CIV tour. Both times the 
club, the Blitz where YOT played back in the day, was sold out 
and people were just going apeshit! It was like a human 
volcano. It looked like the cover of The Way It Is, no joke! 

CIV played 50% GB songs. Just awesome! 

^^c^^^^d^uHmyo^hoserecent YOT reunion shows? 
Nah. To tell you the truth, I wasn’t' too hot on the idea. I love 
YOT. They are my favorite band, but those shows just would 
cheapen my image of them I think. I m sure if I would have 
went, I’d be singing along and diving and havin fun. But I didn 11 
go, and I’m not bummed about not seeing them. It just had a 
little too much of a cashing in feel to it, which I m not against. 

A band should be paid for shows etc, but the circumstances 
surrounding those shows were just a little^welb^weird^ 

Say you were either Bill or Ted and were able to have an 
excellent adventure. Where 
would you go, what would you see and do? 

Depends if I had just one trip or many. There’s a whole bunch 
of stuff I would do. Go to the shutdown show. Minor Threat at 
9:30 club. I’d go to Rev around 1991 and take all the different 
pressings of Rev 1-15. Also I’d make a point of dropping by 
Adolf and give him a bullet. 



Why do Euro kids end up with all the great, rare shirts and 
a lot of the Chung Kings? 

Do they? Haha, I don’t know. I guess we make more money 
than you from our jobs. And have less to spend it on. I think 
| record collecting is far easier in the states. Hardcore collecting 
in general is easier in the states. Kids out here just get very into 
I it I think and sometimes are willing to put more money into it to 
get stuff, cause it harder over here. US kids then prefer selling it | 
to Europe, cause they'll get more money for their shit. I think 
that's how it works. 

I What are some of your guilty pleasures? 

I have no guilty pleasures when it comes to music! People 
should listen to whatever the fuck they want. I do, and I don't 
feel guilty about it. I can't stand rap though. Then again no 
guilt about that either! Other then that I have periods where I 
get extremely lazy and just sit on my ass and watch dvd s, when 
I should be playing guitar or train. But that s life I guess 

pTrain? 

I try to ride my bike as much as possible, and I also do Thai 
boxing on and off. I would like to commit more to it, but I don’t I 
have the time. I’ll be training for a couple of months then not 
for a couple and then on again. If I didn t play in bands I d be 
I doing it full time, probably fight s to. I really love it. 

What was the worst punishment you got growing up and 
what did you do to 
deserve it? 

I was never grounded or anything growing up. I got expelled 
from school in 6th grade for getting in to a fight with an 8th 
grader and beating him up. I got a black eye; he got two and a 
broken tooth. I was out of school for two days. My dad thought 
it was cool. 
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INTERNAL-AFFAIRS 


INTERNAL AFFAIRS 


these dudes 
from LA /California 
pound you down! 

hard songs 
and pissed lyrics 

...this is core! make sure to check out their new stuff out on malfunction records! 


pic by MOHG 2 HATE 


www.step-off-records.net 

ragcrew@ff-records.net 




























































































June 16, 2002 


Posi Numbers 
Homebase Wi 


2 page tribute to 
but after a slight 
i backI 


Sober Club 1 
Easton, Penn 


4, 2004 
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SOME GIRLS 

ALL MY FRIENDS ARE GOING DEATH 

NEW SONGS, “THE RAINS’* EP, “THE BLUES’’ EP, & THE DEMO SESSIONS ALL ON ONE CD 
REMIXED AND REMASTERED BY PAUL MINER 


it&o nlmilnlilc from foerttljUritflj 



INTEGRITY RINGWORM CONVERGE A LIFE ONCE LOST BREATHER RESIST 

To Die For CO (vinyl soon) The Promise CD (vinyl soon) The Long Road Home DVD A Great Artist CD (vinyl soon) Only In The Morning CD 

(the legend returns to their throne) (the classic blasphemy reborn) (over three hours of live mayhem) (philly’s tech metal visionaries) (louisville's heaviest monster) 

os Of R DIRECT FROM (KIR ESTOSE « WWW OUTVWSHIHC COW All OUTHWISH REUASES Alt PBOUDtY OlStSIBlfUD IN NORTH AMERICA BY IUMBER1ACI DISTRIBUTION WWW IUMBERIACR ONIIK COM DISTRIBUTED IN EUROPE BY SHEUSHOCA REFLECTIONS, arnlolfter quality reader, and dinnbuttwi 
OUT NOW ■ INTEGRITY ‘To Dm for* CO / MOST PRECIOUS BLOOD “Ow lady 01 Aiaihilattlir IP UPCOMING REUASES - HORROR SHOW "Vacation* HEP / THE BlINOING IIGMT "The Ascension Ailempr CO / 100 OEMMS Full length CD / HAIFACRE GUNROOM Wrecked" CO /DEAR LOVER -Wear Vain Wounds' ?XCD / Books Ny CHRIS C010HAN A WES EISOID 




KILL YOUR IDOLS FOR OUR FRIENDS 12”/CDep. LLR-04 
8 SONGS, 6 NEW ONES, A RE-DONE VERSION OF “ALL THAT AND VANS TOO” ORIGINALLY ON 
“FUNERAL FOR A FEELING” AND AN EXPLOITED COVER. SPANNING FROM THEIR EARLIER YEARS 
WITH A RAWER SOUND, TO THE MOST RECENT MORE MELODIC URGENT WORK, THIS RECORD COV¬ 
ERS IT ALL. SPLIT RELEASE WITH UNDERESTIMATED RECORDS. / 

MODERN LIFE IS WAR 7” LLR-03 

ORIGINALLY DONE BY THE BAND, BUT IS NOW AVAILABLE AGAIN. SINCERE, AGGRESSIVE, MELODIC 
HARDCORE FROM THESE HARD WORKING IOWA BOYS. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

PLAN OF ATTACK-NO FUTURE 7" 

FAST, PISSED OFF HARDCORE, FOR FANS OF OUTBURST AND JUDGE. LIMITED COLOR AVAILABLE. 
(SILENT ARCHITECT RECORDS) 


i 


DEF CHOICE 7” LLR-02 

FAST HARDCORE IN THE VEIN OF BORN AGAINST 
AND FOR FANS OF LIFE'S HALT. 


Ar 


LIFELINE RECORDS 
PO BOX 692 
MIDLOTHIAN, IL 60445 
WWW.LIFELINERECORDS.NET 

7” - $5 PPD US, $7 WORLD 
12” $7PPD/$12 CDep S6PPD /$10 








































I can honestly say that without Revelation Records, most of us would 
not be here today. Revelation Records was the driving force behind 
hardcore through the late 80’s and into the early 90’s. There was a 
steady barrage of releases from bands like Warzone, Side by Side, 
Youth of Today, Gorilla Biscuits, as well as 2 compilation records that 
are still held in highest regards. If Revelation put out the record, you 
knew it was solid and you HAD to have it. When those bands broke 
up, Rev was there to pick up the pieces and help form new genres, 
including the emo rebirth with bands like Farside, Texas is the 
Reason, and Sensefield. Refusing to be pigeon-holed, the latest 
releases from Rev are an eclectic mix of bands, including Dag 
Nasty, Shai Halud, and Elliot. A few months ago, I nervously 
emailed Jordan Cooper asking if he would be down for an interview. 
He quickly replied that is was a go! Take some time to take a look 
inside Revelation Records. And you know I couldn’t pass up some 
record nerd talk. 

Tell me about the beginnings 

We should put out a Warzone record” 

"That would be rad" 

"Ok, let’s do it" 

Ray talked to them and basically made it happen. Oh 
wait, that wasn’t a question. Ok HI answer those n ow. 


Revelation 


J „ „ . a label^nd out out the Warzone demo as a 7”. In 1987, was it common for someone 

to°take a chanceand put out a record? I’m sure it was a lot harder then, as resources weren’t as abundant as they are 

* oda u y -. • „ llv ,U„ It was pretty common for bands to put out their own records and people to start labels. It seemed 

Z 52S and thousands of Ethels around. Ray’s band Violent Children put out then record 

so Ray wasn’t held back at all. K inkos and later Macs ma de doing lay outs and prmtm^a Urt easter^^ ^ ^ 

^Do you think it’s crazy that kids still go nuts for bands like GB, YOT, Judge, Chain, etc? 

People gel inspired by different things. 1 try to keep an open aft - r _ thlS i me fw 

What made you leave Connecticut for California? , 

1 was ready for a change and I hated the heat and humidity of east coast summers and heard CA was better. Porcell took me and a 

few of his friends out for a visit to his west coast friends an d I de cided to move later that year. 


Do you feel weird knowing that people 
obsess over getting every version and 
pressing of Revelation records? 

Sometimes I feel bad about it. Obsessive 
record collecting is hard to understand, 
but a lot of people I respect and consider 
friends do it so I try not to look down on 
it. Sometimes people who do it sound 
like they hate the fact that they need 
every pressing. For a lot of labels and 
records completeness is a moving target 
depending on how you define it and 
what happens re-press wise. I feel a lot 
less guilt now knowing that we don’t 
press that many records anymore and 
that we don’t make much on each one. 


After the first pressing of the GB 7”, it needed 
to be remixed. What is the story behind that? 

There was a lot of time that passed between the 
original pressing and when we had to do that. 
Basically the pressing plant that did that record 
went out of business so we lost the master, plates 
and whatever print was there. The record had to 
be remixed just so we could get it remastered, and 
press more. There was nothing wrong with the 
first pressing’s mix, but I think the guys who were 
in the band prefer the second one, though I’m not 
100% positive on that memory. 




















On the Chung King “where are they” page, it says 
that about 20 are still in the vault. Why did you 
keep that many, and are you planning on doing 
something with them? 

We don’t have 20 anymore, but we do have a few. 
They’ve been given to people who work/worked here, 
sold on the charity auction etc. No different plans tor 
the rest really. The band and Rev split up the ones that 
weren’t sent to people who preordered Bringin It Down. 

LVv ^ " .-I""--™™ 


I The discography page also says there are around 
| 200 Chain silver sleeves in the vault as well. 
Yeah, we still have most of those, but again, they 
trickle out here and there. 


1 


The vault is rumored to contain mint Project X 
I 7”s with the zinc, YOT 7”s on gold, Chung 31 
King’s, Warzone records, the Arc of the 
| Covenant, Jimmy Hoffa, and Atlantis. Once 
j and for all, what is in one of the greatest pieces 
of hardcore ‘lore? 

There’s a list somewhere that we made a few years 
ago. Basically at this point we’re just saving one 
of every test pressing and one of every color vinyl 
record. The old stuff is just a few of the first 

pressings of most of the early stuff, a box of later pressings here and there (eg Warzone clear. Chain clear, the last pressings of SBS 
and NFAA 7"s from the 80s). We do have one or two of the schism w/PX and some of the original Rev7 lyric books. A few YOT 
orange, a couple of Judge and Wide Awake 7’s from Skiz. 

There has been the rumor of a 7” box set for years now. Will this ever see the light of day? What will be in it? (If it wc 
come out, what was going to be in it?) 

Ok, I like these questions. This is the type of minutia that I think about and remember so I can answer this. We’ve talked about 
doing something useful with the records in the closet (aka the vault) for a while and I have wanted to do a limited box set for them 
for years. The problem that we’ve always had is that there are different numbers of each record and one of the records (Sick Of It 
All I think) we have less of than any of the others so that would limit how many "complete" ones we could make. Then we have 
the issue of "completeness" itself, which means different things depending on how anal a collector one is. To me, having one of 
each record regardless of pressing, color etc is fine. To some other people it’s having all first press or all color or whatever. Then 
there are the people who want one of every pressing. Since there was no way to satisfy any of those with what we have I always 
thought this would be the best plan: Make 100 boxes with one each of Rev’s 1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 10 (mixed pressings). We'd also 
sell the boxes with random single copies of those records for people who just want the box to either put the records they have in or 
for whatever else. We also want to put a decent booklet in there, which at this point I’d say is the thing that is holding the project 
up. It seems like a crazy thing to even worry about maybe, but that’s one thing I really want to do for some reason. 


Rev has started a run of “final presses” on a lot of vinyl. Is that really going to be the last time people will be able to get I 
those records on vinyl? 

That’s what we’re saying. Hopefully we wouldn’t go back on that, but I also wouldn't be terribly sad if vinyl sales came back 
enough for us to consider it. 


M 


Have you ever given thought to doing a “final press” of the Chain 7”? 

; Not ieally since it s on the LP now. Re-pressing the out of print stuff is something I don't really want to get into. If the music is 
available, then that s what I care about. The only tracks that I'm aware of that you can’t get anymore are the entire Warzone 7”, the 
Side By Side song on Rev2 (but that's getting added to the SBS discography when we fix that up), the version of Bold’s "Talk Is 
Cheap" on Rev2, but that’s going on the Bold discography and the versions of Together by Youth of Today and Searching for the 
Light by Supertouch were different on the Way It Is comp from the versions on Rev2. The Rev2 version of "Together" will 
hopefully come out on a Youth Of Today discography at some point. Raybeez didn’t want their 7" in print so that’s why they re¬ 
recorded ihose^wjjo^M^ower EasOsidTOf^Victory put out. That about covers everything. 

Do you have a test press for every Rev record? 

It is possible that I’m missing one, but I doubt it. We have two complete sets as far as I know plus Kevin Fir 
has everything as well. 

1 ' 


inn, the Rev archiver. 


Another rumor was that Rev was going to do a re-press of the Reason to Believe Ip. I think Jason Upright told me that in 
96 or 97. Obviously, that hasn’t happened yet. Should I keep my hopes up? 

We thought about doing that and talked to them, but they were never all that worried about it and we didn't push hard to get it done 
so it just never happened. Several other people have asked me for their number to try to get it done so hopefully someone will 
actually put it out soon. The lunny thing is that you can still find copies of the cd pretty easily so 1 think more people want to put it 
out because they love the band than because it's something that a ton of people can't find. 
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Really, who the hell was Slipknot? Where did they come from? I had never heard of them, and then all of a sudden, the 

I best label in the world put out their 7”. ...... ... . . . . T 

They were some kids from New Haven that I kind of knew. They were crazy. I used to play gu.tar with Mike (the drummer), but I 
I think they only reason he did was so he and F (the guitar player) could use my amp for Slipknot (who went by Evil Dead at first). 

I One time I came by and they had one amp’s out going into the input of another amp and I was like "what are you doing, this is 
going to mess something up". They just said, "we like the way it sounds" so I figured they were just on a different level than I was 
I operating on and after that, but not for that reason, I stopped hanging out with them. A few years later one of their other friends 
save me°a practice tape they made. It was amazing so I asked them to do a record. It wasn’t easy to get them to do that or 
anything really They would say things like "we’re not a band". Our friend Brian helped get them together and to the studio and 
they did that record and after it came out they did one show at CB’s. That was about it. Long before the record was recorded they 
had done some shows in CT. The singer was in Fatal Vision before Slipknot with John Nutcher who works at Revelation 
I now. That’s as much as I can tell you about Slipknot. « ■ 

ii ■ • i«i » «. - *- - - * 

I What about all the mail order problems back in the day? 

Slow but get it there was our motto I guess. I’m about the slowest person anyone could know so the stuff just was always ahead of 
me. I always wanted to make shirts of that famous office cartoon that said "You want it when" and had all these people rolling on 
the floor laughing. No one thought that would be a good idea though. Now that other people handle the mail order, speed is no 
longer the issue it once was. 
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there ever been a band you really wanted to work with, but it never happened? 

Sense Field was almost that band. I was never more into a band than I was into them. I sent them a letter asking for their number 
but they never wrote back. I waited but no reply so I went to a few shows and finally talked to them and finally convinced them 
that they didn't have to be hardcore to be on Rev. I cant think of a lot of bands that I really loved that we missed out on though I’m ] 
sure there are plenty of great bands we missed. New Found Glory asked us to put out their record before they went to Drive Thru. 

I still have a Good Riddance demo somewhere that probably never got listened to until way after they were on Fat Wreck. 

Have you ever thought about using some of the older Rev shirt designs? Really, it’s time for a new Chain shirt! 

Y eah, we’ve been talk ing about that for years. Ill see what I can do. Thanks for reminding me. 

Where do you in the future for Rev? 

I want to redo our antique website and put out records that matter to people in the band, everyone at Rev and hopefully other 
people. 

'■**£&* _ 

a previous email, you mentioned the colorful people who have worked there in the past. What are some of your favorite! 
stories? 

We got a rolling ladder like they have at the hardware stores so people jumped off of it into the packing material. Travis Guichard| 
was looking for something up in the rafters and fell through the drop ceiling. Greg Brown (from Blackspot) worked here. It was 
like having Jim Carey, Jack Black and GG Allin here all at once. This woman interned here and now is a famous author. My 
friend Keith would get drunk and sleep here and we’d come in in the morning and he’d be asleep on a cart that wasn’t much bigger 
than a filing cabinet. Other days he’d put on a nightgown and cardboard crown and walk around with a cardboard sword. Tons of 
people in bands. Josh from 411 got drunk one time and rode a bike around the office and warehouse wearing a sombrero which 
really doesn’t sound that crazy, but it was funny. There are a lot of characters that have been through this place, but I’m not the 
best at describing it all. 

Ok, that was fun, thanks 

-Jordan ^7 
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SHOCKING MUSIC BIZ SCAM REVEALED 

Dear Maximum Rock+Roll, 

After months of stringent study, my colleague and I have made 
an alarming discovery. We have compared numerous criteria of two 
of todays "youth oriented" super groups: Orange County's Chain of 
Strength and Boston's New Kids on the Block. We have come to the 
objective conclusion that they are, in fact, the same band. 

First, lets start with obvious generalities. Both groups hail from 
areas with an extensive history of hardcore bands. Boston's bands: 
D.Y.S., jerry's Kids, SS Decontrol, etc. and California's Social Distor¬ 
tion, Adolescents, Bad Religion, etc. You can plainly see that each 
group can find roots in their own hometown bands. Both groups 
consist of five members, all adolescent cherubs, all natural brunettes 
(excluding C.O.S.'s amature dye jobs.) 

Another elementary comparison is fashion. Whether its stone 
washed Levi's or Stussy tank tops. Converse or Nikes, Yankee caps or 
spikey hair, the similarity is frightening. 

CHAIN OF STRENGTH Would Like To Thank: 

ALL OUR FRIENDS ESPECIALLY DOUG BELLOWS, THE SLOTH CREW, 

THE COYLE BRO’S, NO FOR AN ANSWER, MURPHY, REGIS, KEVIN 
AND INSTED, DAVE STEIN, HARDSTANCE, new kids oh the block 

Next we take a quick look at the bands' attitudes 
toward women. In a recent fanzine interview, several 
members of Chain of Strength admitted to an at¬ 
tempted "pick-up" of several young ladies outside a 
popular New York venue. Is it possible that this inci¬ 
dent was the inspiration for the footage of the New 
Kids' "You Cot the Right Stuff" video? We think so. 

The names of the members of Chain of Strength 
and New Kids are com pletely different. This is a classic 
case of a drastic change that leaves one quite suspi¬ 
cious. They are just trying too hard to cover something 
up; in this case, it is a dual identity syndrome. 

The final nail in the proverbial coffin was when, during-~- 

the filming of the New Kid's "I'll Be Loving You Forever 
video, joe McIntyre was running late, and in his haste he 
forgot to change tee-shirts. On close inspection of this 
video, the viewer can plainly see the band on the shirt: 

Youth of Today. Is joe McIntyre really Chris Bratton? Is 
Donnie really Curtis, and Jordan actually Frosty? The 
choice is up to you. 

We have hopefully presented our material in an objec¬ 
tive and non-biased manner. Please print this letter in your 
magazine so that others will be informed of this scam, and 
please use good judgement when purchasing material 
from either band. Sincerely, 

Dr. Chris Ganchoff; DDS, LSD, PhD, QED; Dr. Mary Gan- 
Choff; BS, DDS, PhD, X 

P.S. For the additional 472 page report write to: Musicology Research Institute 2342 West 24th Street 
Chicago, LI 60608. 
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| JUDGE - “Chung King Can Suck It” 


* LP 


■ ,, °S» here’s one that will raise hell with the SE record collectors! 
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1one song, .. 

I white vinyl. (TY) 

1 (Revelation Records, PO Box 1454, New Haven, CT 06506- 1454) 


-"v Htic aviic uidi mu i aiie lien wun me sl, recon 
a limi ted pressing of Judge's LP. Almost the same record (short i 
add,tions )> different versions of all the rest, and on I 


JUDGE - “Bringing It Down” LP 

Think New York, think NY hardcore, think NY straight-edge I 
HC. Here you have it in quintessential form, complete with common 
chanting vocals and power-filled instruments. How come all these ] 
bands sound so much alike? (KG) 

(Revelation Records, PO Box 1454, New Haven, CT 06506-1454) 

CHAIN OF STRENGTH - "True TUI Death" EP 

Each song has its moments either with a simple riff,I 
bass line, singaiong, or mosh beat but as a whole the songs 
aren t that distinctive and lack individual character. Yes, \ 
there s a lot of power here but it ail seems to follow a set] 
formula. The lyrics are simple and deal with commitment! 
and friendships and if the band truly lives what thev speak ] 
nppdpH ornwth will come. (MS) ~ v * 
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• One day in mid May, I was on South Street on my way to Gianna's Grille for the normal Saturday afternoon GG. While walking past Pearl art 
[ supply, I hear someone say "youth of today." I looked around to see where that came from when I spotted a guy sitting on a pole in front of 
. pearl. He took his glasses off, looked at me and said "I produced one of their albums." His name was Jonathan Morehead. He worked at 
’ Electric Reels, along with Dan Nicholas. We talked for a few moments and I asked if he could send me some of his stories and memories from 
. those days at Electric Reels studio. He handed me his card, and told me to email him. A few days later, I dropped Jonathan an email. This is 
’ what I got back. _ 

STRAIGHT EDGE MEMORIES 

In the mid 80’s, the studio where I worked played host to a burgeoning movement in music called straight edge. For a time, it seemed that 
Electric Reels Studios in Pleasant Valley, New York was the place to go to record that hard-hitting style of musical expression. During those 
halcyon days of the movement we would eventually work with Youth Of Today, Bold, and Underdog. The basic tenets of the genre, the 
philosophies of “don’t drink/ don't smoke/don't fuck” were new to us, since most of our clients in that period were hard drinking, dope 
smoking rock and rollers. These young hardcore players were a new and strange breed to us. 

It all started when a guitar player named Ritchie Birkenhead brought his band Underdog into the studio to record an EP entitled “True Blue” 
The disc was intended to be a demo to land a record deal, but the label was so happy with the outcome that they decided to release the 
recording as is, with great artwork by Sean Taggart. So began a relationship that would grow into an introduction to some of the important 
and seminal bands of the movement. 


I have a lot of interesting, humorous and fond memories of the period. In those days, recording at Electric Reels was like a rock and roll 
. ’ ’ slumber party. The studio was built into an old farmhouse, on a desolate country road, next to a chicken farm. The bands would often come 
•XvX' U P fr° m NYC and spend a few days and nights; sleeping in spare rooms. The staff of engineers also would often crash there, after long days 

V. '.'.’/ of recording sessions. I remember sharing my breakfasts of homemade oatmeal with the band members, who were happy to have a vegan 

.‘.•.V,*, meal to start the day! The owner/operator of the studio was Dan Nicholas a great guy and talented producer. His live-in girlfriend Rhoda was | 
*Xv!v like a ^ en mot her to the wayward musicians who stayed there, dishing up oatmeal and other low budget meals for everyone. It was often a 
*• challenge to meet the dietary requests of the straight edge boys. 

:g:::::::5^a5^5S^:r:;:«8SSaaggsaaMHSgaaMBWKS^^JUUIIIIlliniiniljV: 

**• V V I remember having the band Bold in my car one night to go out and get food for everybody. I was quite familiar with the roads in the area and 

W. V prone to speeding. My driving skills made them turn white as ghosts and they vowed to never get into a car with me again. Later that night 
X V.% they got another scare when they went out into the twilight for a breath of fresh air. The chickens at the farm next door used to be quite vocal 

at night, with a hellish chorus of hundreds of cackling voices. Drew and the boys came rushing in convinced that women and children were 
|»V.V being murdered next door! They weren’t much happier to find it was only a chicken farm, due to their stance on vegetarianism. 
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Perhaps the most vivid and funny memory of those days involved some vocal overdubs I engineered with Ray Cappo, better known as Ray 
Of Today, of Youth Of Today. The basic tracks were done, and it was just he and I, laying down vocals for the landmark album Break Down 
,\\\J The Walls. I was behind the glass at the board, and Ray was at the mic out in the studio. Ray often liked to sing his overdubs in the dark, so I I 
had no visual contact with him. Now, anyone who knows Ray’s style is aware of the high energy, high decibel performance he gives, which 
takes a lot of breath. (I remember seeing him sing live during the making of one of their videos, and being astounded by the way his eyes 
V would bug out, and the veins in his neck would bulge.) Well on this particular occasion, I’m in the booth at the console and he is 
'.V, 1 , singing/shouting his heart out in the main room. Suddenly he stops in mid verse. “What’s up, Ray?” I say into the talkback. No answer. “Ray, 

|•*•*•*. you OK?” Silence. I came out of the booth to find him unconscious, flat on his back in the dark, having hyperventilated and passed out cold, 
iW V He came to with no.ill effect, and we had a good laugh when we listened to the vocal track on “solo”. You could hear Ray singing along and 
V.\ then a sort of sigh, and then the “whump!” of him flopping down onto the carpet. 

'.WV Other fond memories involve being in NY’s meat packing district at sunrise with YOT to film scenes for their video “No More”. Electric 
V Reels was a hill TV/Audio studio at that time, and the record label gave us a small budget to produce a video for the band. Here we are in the 
wee hours of the morning, in one of New York’s most notorious and dangerous neighborhoods, blasting music on loudspeakers so the boys 
* could lip-sync. It was true guerilla filmmaking; we had no permits, no permission, and no authority to be there. I remember one irate woman 
coming out of her apartment to scold us for disturbing her rest. We were on a mission to get the message across that people should not devour I 
\ViJi our animal friends. People later told me that we were lucky to not get killed or at least have the shit beaten out of us in that crazy, mafia- I 
controlled part of town, trying to shoot a piece that criticized the meat packing industry. Later we shot supplemental live performance scenes 
'CCCC at a club somewhere in Connecticut. 

JwCvy ^tcoxxxxxxxxxx\\\\\\\XCO _ 

welUs Tn me Ri ZZ had P roduced Youth of Today's “Break Down The Walls”, Bold’s “Speak Out”, as 

mvo 1 ve^m^nnf^mnn'^voT^ uf “"u Vamsh ' ng Point ” in Edition to the YOT “No More” video. I have a vague memory of being 

Zse rfcorZl wn J? ^ k“' Cann °‘ We Were 3 ^ P lace in those da ^ We not know at the time that some of 

those recordings would live on and become considered important, landmark works. 


1 haven’t heard from any of those guys in years, and I often wonder what they are up to. It’s another chapter of my life in 
to sit back and think about it now and then! 


music, and it’s good 


Jonathan Moorehead is a musician, songwriter, singer and producer living in New York. He just finished a project involving Eminem prot£g£ DJ Kay Slay 
that included Mobb Deep, as well as Black Rob of P Diddy’s Bad Boy Records. His original songs have appeared in MTV’s popular show, “The Real 
World”. Jon placed a song in a feature film called “The Good Neighbor” with Star Wars legend Billy Dee Williams and Danica McKellar (of The Wonder 
Years, & West Wing). Two other tunes appeared on the soundtrack of two television commercials featuring NY Yankees baseball pitcher Orlando "El Duque" 
Hernandez. He has also worked on the music for a TV campaign to promote the appearance of His Holiness the Dalai Lama in NY's Central Park. 

Jon also regularly co-writes songs and scores for educational films by Sunburst Communications and Storyline Pictures, which are shown in schools 
throughout the US and Canada. These educational films feature such stars as Frankie Munez of Fox TV’s Emmy winning show, “Malcolm In The Middle”. 




















































































































THE FIRST STEP 

"Open Hearts And Clear Minds" 
LW-9 CDLP 

THE KILLING FLAME 

'The Dream Dies" 
LW-2 77CDEP 

All releases available in the LWR online store. Distributed by Revelation and Reflections. 


DAMAGE CONTROL 


BOLD 

"Watch As Time Moves Past" 
LW-13 Live Enhanced CD/DVD 


MOUTHPIECE 

"Can’t Kill What’s Inside" (Discography) 
LW-15 Enhanced CD/DVD 


ALSO AVAILABLE 




LW-14 CD/LP 


UPCOMING RELEASES 


KILL VERONA 

"Trauma" 
LW-12 CDEP 
"little League" 
LW-7 CDEP 


RUNNING LIKE THIEVES 

’The Approval Of The Crowd" 
LW-10 CDEP 
"Same Time Next Year" 
LW-8 CDEP 


Five of Norway's most sincere individuals 
together to assemble twelve songs of 
passionate, melodic hardcore in the 
vein of Uniform Choice and Dag Nasty. 


Get a free CD sampler, check out MP3's 
and more : www.livewire-records.com 











































PO BOX #154,3495 CAMBIE STREET 
VANCOUVER, B.C., Y5Z 4R3, CANADA] 


New 14 song CD on Excursion 
and 5 song 7” on Anchor 
WWW.EXCURSIONRECORDS.COM 
WWW.ANCHORXRECORDS.COM 


P.O.BOX 20224 
SEATTLE.WA 98102 



PO BOX *154, 3485 CAK8IE STREET 
! VAPfCOUVIR B C. V5Z 4F3 CAMOAj 

















I I will admit that the first time I heard Desperate Measures I 
was far from impressed. A few months later, I saw them play | 
a show and was surprised at the reaction they got. This was 
around the time the first 7” came out, so I figured I’d pick it 
up. Maybe I was missing something. I instantly fell in love 
with that record. Through the past couple of years, I’ve had 
the chance to see DM play a ton of times, each time getting 
better. They capture the passion and honesty that is often 
missing in bands these days. They just released their highly 
anticipated lp on Youngblood records, and will be touring 
their asses off to support it. Ryan and I did this interview 
while sitting on a step on the corner of 41 st and Baltimore 
Ave. in Philadelphia on October 25, 2003. 

OK, we’re going to start this a little different. Ask me a question. 

How did Start Today get started? 

I lived in Syracuse for a few years while Jenn was going to school 
at New York Chiropractic. While I was up there, there were no 
really good traditional hardcore bands. I ended up seeing a lot of bad bands, just because I wanted to see live bands. 
Some of the bands had hardcore roots. I was doing a different zine at the time, real small scale. We moved to Philly 
when she graduated, February 2001. All of a sudden I was seeing bands I had cds of, but never played up there. I grew 
up on faster, traditional hardcore, not really metal. I was psyched seeing these bands. After all these years of going to ) 
shows, it seemed new to me again. The day before the Burn reunion here, which turned out to be their last show, I was 
driving to South Street to pick up Thai food. I was super excited because I was finally going to see Burn. I was 
listening to Start Today. I decided that I wanted to interview Burn. So I figured why not do a new zine? I wanted to 
do a zine that dealt with issues, but was also fun. There was so much shit I had seen in Syracuse, people getting 
bummed out over things. I knew I had to do something fun, something to get kids fucking stoked! Start Today was 
playing, so that became the name. 


Top 5 bands in hardcore right now. 

Right now? Oh man, you’re putting me on the spot. Desperate Measures, I love you guys. One Up, I love those guys. 
Even though Crunch Time just broke up because the singer didn’t have straight edge on lock, I think that 7” is really 
good. I love the intro. I don’t know if I could name five off the top of my head. It’s hard because of friendships and all | 
that. I’m stoked to see you guys. I don’t even want to name five bands because then it becomes one of those things “so 
and so like them, so I have to jock that band.” I fucking hate that! I see the worst bands jocked because someone likes 
them. _ _— 


Why did you think I didn’t like Desperate Measures? You really bummed me out that day. 

Half was just a joke. I was just busting your balls because you never interviewed us. You interviewed all my friend’s bands. I 
was just giving you a hard time, I really didn’t think you disliked us. 

I was just saving you guys. I didn’t want to overload. 

So we got pushed to the back issue. 

Issue 3 was pretty solid, I didn’t want to do too much, otherwise there would be no issue 4, 

I This is your 2 nd of your record release shows. The record is finally out. It was supposed to be out a while ago, why the 
delay? 

It’s been done since July. We were on tour all of August and we really had no layout. That is what it came down to. We were 
waiting on the layout, which we are still doing now. We made record release covers. We figured out what we want to do, 
we’re happy with that. Us being on tour didn’t help, because we didn’t work on it at all. After tour, we took a month off 
because we needed to. We were burnt out on each other and playing a lot. We just wanted to take a month off and not deal 
with any band stuff at all 









What do you think of that fiasco at the show earlier tonight? 

The show in Clifton Heights, on the 25 th of October had the potential to be one of our best shows ever. It was an awesome 
club, awesome turnout. I’m so bummed right now. I don’t even know what to say. There were so many kids there, I thank | 
everyone for coming, but it sucks what happened. 

I was at Noise Pollution and I ran into some kids from Pittsburgh, which is about a six hour drive, I heard some kids 
were coming down from Canada. 

Thank you for coming from Canada and everyone who traveled for this show. I’m sorry what happened. 

. 


W*’ '4-'. 




Speaking of awesome shows, what about your Posi Numbers set. Were you able to see what was going on? Kids were 
doing flips from the speakers on the side of the stage. 

I’m still in shock, and I still haven’t seen a video. Honestly, when we played I was scared. We played after Striking Distance 
because our guitarist didn’t show up. There is no way in hell we deserve to play over them. I felt weird about that. When we 
started to play, I had no idea that was going to happen. No idea at all. I love hardcore. That was the best. It was awesome. I 

chord, I was attacked. 

How do you feel about the “hype” over your new record? Kids have been wanting it for a while now. I don’t know how 
much time you spend on the nerd, but there is a lot of talk about it. 

1 get on the internet a lot, but I’m happy it’s finally out. In my opinion, it’s the best shit we’ve ever done. My voice is 

r 

we have 




Did you get bummed because of all the Jules references? 

No. Side By Side is one of the best bands ever. I loved that I was compared to Jules. It’s awesome. 





You have a new guitar player. Is it still Eric from Texas? 

Eric still plays with us. After the lp, our other guitarist, Duff, quit. He is in a serious relationship and has a serious job. 

Taking off constantly, having to take off early on Friday always to do weekends was killing him. He did the right thing by 
taking off the week and recording with us and then doing it after that. He gave us enough time before tour to find somebody. I 
respect the fact that he did that. There are no hard feelings. A job and a girlfriend, that’s the story of life. There’s nothing we 
could say. Our new guitarist Danny is awesome. He worked out really well for us and I’m glad to have him in our band. 

So Eric isn’t going to play for you anymore? 

Eric is in our band he just lives in Texas. He’s on the lp- He recorded with us, he goes on tour with us He’s a floating me b 

Texas kids are crazy. 

I know. I love it. 

Living in Philly, it’s like New York shows are close, DC shows | 
are close. Thos kids are like the east coast is close the west 
coast is close. I see them in the weirdest places. 

That’s why they’re awesome. They’re dedicated. They are just 
real kids. Everyone in Texas is awesome. 


You did a small tour with Shelter, what is the story with that? 

They contacted Sean Youngblood because they wanted to play 
with a smaller hardcore band, I guess to get some sort of cred that 
they still play with hardcore bands. I will say this, Ray Cappo did 
watch our sets. I don’t like him. I don’t like the band. I hate 
Shelter, the suck now. I like the first couple albums. I didn’t watch | 
them any night. I have nothing good to say about him or his band 
at this point. 


What do you think about the Youth of Today reunion in 
Europe? 

Terrible! It’s bullshit. I don’t care if people sell out, but to come 
back and cash in. That is basically what he is doing, especially to 
do it in Europe because they didn’t get to see the reunion shows. 
They’re going to do a tour in Europe strictly to cash in because of 
his name and who he is and what bands he was in. He knows he’ll 
make the money off it, which is bullshit. 


23 


















1 In the Cut the Tension interview, Donny asked about tour stories when you roadied for Hatebreed. You were very 
S reluctant to tell any. Why did you dodge the question? 

I Because they are a big band now. They’ve “made” it. Not that anything I would say in a zine would affect their progress, what 
p they’ve done. I just don’t want stories getting out that a roadie of all people, not even a member, started to leak out. Those 
guys are wild. I don’t want it to be like a former roadie said this and this happened on such tour. Them taking me on tour was 
I awesome. What happe ns on tour usually stays on tour. 

gYou are teaching now? 

I’m a substitute teacher. I graduated a little over a year ago. I teach elementary school. I’ve been doing it for a year now. I 
^ love teaching, I love little kids. I can’t do it full-time because of the band, but eventually that’s what I’ll do. It’s a good 
|j§| profession. Not a lot of pay, so stay away from it if you want money. 

Halloween is approaching. If you were to go trick-or-treating this year, what would you dress up as? 

I am dressing up this year. I’m being a Spanish gar 
Is this for a party or just because you want to? 

It’s a party. I’m definitely dressing up. Halloween 


is the 2 nd best holiday. 


Freddy vs. Jason, who were you rooting for? 

Jason. 

Why? 

Because when I was little... This sounds so fucking gay. 
never killed little kids. I knew I was safe, so I liked him. 


When I was little and I used to watch those movies, I knew that Jason 
Besides, he used a machete. I like that. 


|IH Did you see the Chainsaw remake? 

Awesome. It tells the story of leather face a little more, why he takes skin off. It’s a lot more graphic about what he does to 
people. It’s updated, an updated version. Not taking anything away from the original movie. It’s classic. It goes into a little 
more depth, into a little more gore, which I like. 


Let’s talk about how crazy this year’s NFL season has been. 

Let’s talk about how the fucking Redskins suck this year and I’m very disappointed in it. I lost a lot of money already. I never 
thought Minnesota would be where they are. Kansas City, I thought they would be good they were good last year. Not as 
good as they are though. They have a good coach. Priest is an awesome running back. Dallas is a surprise. Philadelphia 
surprised me staring out 0-2. I’ve lost a lot of money, the Redskins are 3-3 and it sucks. 


If they were to make a movie about you, who would play you? 

I don’t know who would play me, but I would definitely want Benicio Del Toro because he is a bad mother fucker. I don’t 
know who the hell would play me though. I don’t look like anybody I can think of. That is who I would like to play me. He is 
an awesome actor. Or Johnny Depp. He is a smooth ass operator. 


PI Current top five bands of hardcore? 

f *? eath Threat ’ Strikin 8 Distance, Far From Breaking. I like 

1 error a lot. Madball I count them as still playing. Madball 

. * Marauder ’ the y still play on and off so they are on my list 

Hard as fucking nails! 

■■^ What’s on your mind? 

I just want to say thank you to Sean Youngblood for making the 
Ip possible. I’m really bummed right now because of what 
happened tonight at the show. Start Today Fanzine rules. I can 
^ name 2 zines I like to read, and Start Today is one of them. 

j j lM f What’s next? 

||l§ Europe. Next year 


we want to tour Europe. We are going to do 
a full US tour next summer. We’re going on tour this winter to 
the west coast. Writing wise, we’ve already started writing new 
stuff. I don’t know what we are going to put out, but we have 
material on top of the lp. It’ll most likely be on Youngblood 
Records. Sean is a good dude and it’s an awesome label. 


1 







Say for example, your record got sent to a zine for review and they just wrote it off as generic, 88 straight edge 
hardcore. When you read snap judgments like that, how does it make you feel? 

I don’t really care what zines or anything says about us. If it’s bad, I don’t pay attention to it. It’s those same zines or 
magazines that, if I had some scenester in my band, they’d love us, regardless of what we sound like. It makes no difference 
what they say. Sometimes it hurts when people say shit; I’m not going to lie. For the most part it makes no difference to me. 

Fuck it; at least they listened to it once and they had something to say about it. Whether they’re writing something bad or 
good, at least we are on their minds somehow. ^ 

The band has gotten to the level you are at now on your own merit. Has it been a struggle because you didn’t want to 
use the ex-member thing to promote the band? 

Was it harder to promote and do? Yeah it was harder to do tours and things like that. There are so many good people in the 
scene. That’s why I love doing it. It makes me blow off all the bullshit politics. People gave us a chance. That is really what 
it came down to. A lot of good people took care of us at first and a lot of people like our music. It’s been a lot easier once 
people have seen us. We’re definitely not about money or who we play with. We’ll play any show, anywhere, for any thing, 
just to play the show. It doesn’t make a difference to us. That is the outlook we’ve always taken, with any show. There’s been | 
many shows where we didn’t get paid, or $5 or $10. You’ll never catch attitude. In fact, we’ll ask to come back. That’s how 
we are. 

Other bands helped us out a lot. The First Step helped us out a great amount when we first started out. A lot of stuff has 
happened between us and them since then, but it’s all good now. They helped us out a lot. They took us out a lot. Striking 
Distance helped us out a lot. We owe it to those bands for helping us out. 
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Your first Philly show was here. 

Our 2 nd show ever was in this basement. Our first show was in North Carolina, 2 nd show was in Philadelphia. We didn’t get to 
play Maryland until about a month or two later. That was weird. 

— H i #i i m r i ail immi iai m 

10 years after Desperate Measures breaks up, what do you want to be remembered for? 

We’re not a straight edge band. A lot of us are straight edge, but we are not a “straight edge” band. I don’t want to be 
remembered as that. “When that band played, it was fun. We had a lot of fun. They had a lot of energy.” I don’t want it to be 
like “ugh. Desperate Measures again.” I want it to be remembered as those shows were a lot fun. They always had funny shit 
to say, or crazy shit to sell. Or there was stupid shit going on, the roadies were doing something retarded. Just good times. 

That is what we try to make out of everything. Like tonight, the show got moved to a basement. I’m happy about that, because 
at least we get to play. We’re going to make the best out of it. That is how it’s gonna be. It’s awesome that everyone came 
be a good time. That’s what we’re going to be remembered as. 
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when they jumped on stage and played a couple songs 
before Invasion and Stop and Think played. After 
their brief set, the kids wanted more. Kids went nuts 
again for them at the past Posi Numbers. Mental has 
been touring their asses off throughout the past year. 
Due to constant touring, I wasn’t able to get together 
with Greg to do this interview in person, so he took 
some time to answer a few questions through email. 
Check out the new 7” on Bridge 9, and be sure to see 
them when they play near you. 


So what's new? 

I’m on tour right now eating at a restaurant in San 
Francisco, we’re all sick but tour is going good. 


You just got back from playing a show in Montreal, 
vj Some people are saying it's the best of the year. 

That show was great, it gave kids a chance to see some of 
V the newer bands from Boston, I think righteous jams were 
/ on fire that night. 

•£££ What S g0lng on in Boston these days? It 
! vjv constant hotbe d for music. 

Yea n '? of . ;y0Ung kids move here for school, that’s 
usually how ,t all starts. I am always siked when fine 

Xvi^krara ri edgemen show up around here. 

J he lst 7 ’ was lt recorded at different times? A lot of 
X* And S vo 8 T 0Und J ,ke they Came fr0m differ ent sessions. 

X one H k H 0W | thlS Was reCOrded 3,1 at the same dme in 
V, one day at dead air studios. 


«; Do y° u think that being from Boston has helped the 

• band's success? 

• It helps that there is a scene here, I think we get a much 
love from other cities too though. 

: « «gMra 

To some people, Mental comes off cliquish and 
unapproachable. Like if you are not down and get all 
the inside jokes in Lockin' Out Fanzine, you shouldn't | 
even bother trying to talk to those dudes. 

That’s just peoples attitudes, anyone who actually knows 
us, knows we are always making new friends and finding 
new peeps to hang with. Its not like if you’re not down 
you can't hang. 


30 



























































































































































































\ m j/l Thanks to you guys, I have heard the term "wigger" 
for the first time in about 12 years. 

More like thanks to idiots on the internet who think if 
yf* you’re not white trash your a wigger. 

WW//XCCOOOflOPBI_ _ 

The new 7" is finally out on B9. How is that working 
out for you? 

Pretty good, it helps us get our music to peeps 
everywhere. 

How did you track down Sean Taggart to do the art? 

I forget how Derek did it but he does like Nickelodeon ' 
magazine now and some other weird shit. Super cool 
„ though, still draws skins in his free time 

^^:>>:AW:.y.v ^innw.. 

Are you happy with the direction Mental is moving 
in. Is there anything you would change? 

Nah I’m siked on everything and I can’t wait to write the 

wsssssssssa _ 

is your favorite Mental show? 

•25.03 best show. Mental and Stop and Think got huge 
responses, it was our first show where kids went off, like 
i°. ts .° f , kl _ ds - Its def 'mtely a day I’ll never forget. 

v: • • x-x- 

: : : : : tiVXce* bL° f SUm n er ’ LoCkin, ° u ‘ was alfover ' * 

W-M-orc? Will 

src-ss sos isr - 

• ••it*.■ ..... 


What i 


• • • • • • • *.» • • • . . 

toS&W ; S 888 £: : :. 

What are some of your guilty pleasures? 

Oh man Blink 182, Justin Timberlake, reality tv, bad rap 
^(because 1 m a wigger, right?) Shit like that. 

What was the worst punishment you got growing up 
and what did you do to deserve it? 

One time my mom gave me a good paddling for telling 
my friends this new kid in my class was a scrub and had 
lice and shit. 


What would you like to accomplish before you’re 
rotting in a pine box? 

I’d like to be rich but for real I’ve done a lot of cool <=hir r 
guess get over 2001bs and continue living the good 


_ * . . w . 

• • • • • • « J 0 0 0 a • m • a . 

What is in the future for Mental? 

- 4 12" Ip on Bridge 9 most likely. 


VAV 
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There was another sort of straight edge band from my area called Flagrant Violation. The singer/guitar player was in my school, about 2 years older than 
me. He became a sort of idol in my eyes. Just a guy I had a lot of respect for. I found out that FV was playing a club near my house called the Odyssey. I had heard 
stories of the place from w hen it was called the Pit and it’s neighbor, Jam and Skate. 1 never had theballstod^ 

It was a Saturday night in September. We parked near the club and made our way to the door. As I’m typing this, I can still totally remember the feeling. It 1 
was a feeling of nervousness, excitement, and happiness. Dressed in my best Powell Peralta shirt, I started walking down the super steep steps (say that three times 
fast) I don’t think I was prepared for what was to come. I was greeted by mohawks and leather jackets. Half Ufe played on the jukebox. Punk girls were shooting 
pool. I just stood around for a while when the guys from FV came in. There was a possibility that they would not be able to play because George had cut his hand 
1 skating earlier in the day. They ended up playing after all. They opened the show and the pit started. 



Why do you do the things that you do? Why do you think the things that you think? This “movement” that we are a part of encourages us to seek answers 
I to our questions, to question the belief and value systems that have been handed to us from previous generations. “Look at us, we are individuals.” Are we? It doesn’t 
matter if you choose to admit it or not, but let’s face it, many of our decisions have been influenced by another person’s individuality. I know, you’re saying “not me...I 
am this way for me.” Ok, maybe you are. There are people who wear these masks for the acceptance of their friends and scene peers. Yeah, they may think and act 
differently from the “normal” people in the world, but they are terrified of the possible consequences if they try to truly be themselves. Life is an experiment. Not 
everybody is lucky enough to find out who they really are. Some people will spend their entire lives on this quest. Others have the ability to do this early in their lives. 
If you feel the need to label yourself, think about why you are doing so. I am straight edge. If there was no term for this, no bands that sing about it, no zines that write 
about it, no way to celebrate it with others, I would still live this way. It is just who/what I am. Nothing more, nothing less. There is too much time being spent trying 
to define straight edge. Kids acting like they are the straight edge police. There are people that are unhappy with some aspect of their life. In order to get some 
comfort, they need to tear down others. That’s weak. If you’ve been around “long enough” to pass judgment on who is sincere and who is not, you should also know 
better than that. You should take the responsibility to show new kids what is up. Express that (insert label here) is good. Try to be positive. If it matters to you, you 
won’t be a dick. And you can’t always tell a book by its cover. If you want to be straight edge, don’t do it so you can be down with a cool crew or get some X tattoo. 

If you want to be vegetarian, don’t do it because an Earth Crisis song scared you into it. If you want to believe in Christ, don’t do it because that is what you “should” 
do. If you want to become a devotee of Krishna, do it because it is right for you, not because of Ray Cappo. Do it for yourself, your heroes can fall. 
























Our Turn is a fairly new band from California I fell in love with the minute I heard the demo. I briefly met Carl at Posi Numbers last year. 
I saw Carl again in the beginning of January at a show the played in Connecticut. We talked for a little while and I explained that there 
might be some extra room in the zine for one more band and I was thinking about Our Turn. He told me he would be genuinely honored to 
do the interview. I really appreciated that. A few days later, I saw them again near Allentown. I grabbed the tape recorder and this is what 
transpired. Be on the lookout for a 7” on Youngblood records around the beginning of summer. 


Who are you? Tell me about yourself. What do you do? 

My name is Carl Cordova. I’m from San Francisco, California. I’m 26 years old. I’m a freelance assistant editor in San Francisco. I ve been going 
to hardcore/punk shows since 1993. 

I hate to start off with this question, it’s not even important, but is Our Turn a straight edge band? , - 

Our Turn is not a straight edge band, despite what people think. Our Turn was something me and my guitarist wanted to start. We wanted to start a 
positive hardcore band out of San Francisco. We originally tossed around the idea of it being a straight edge band, because we are both straight edge. 

Unfortunately the scene in San Francisco for fast, positive hardcore is zero. 1 got together with friends 1 knew could play instruments. We got Isaac 

and Carlos; Isaac is straight edge, Carlos is not. He is the one member who is not straight edge in the band. We don t have any songs about s raigh 
edge. However, we are very much influenced by straight edge bands and positive hardcore bands. 

Is it hard being a hardcore band in San Francisco? I’ve always pictured it as a predominately punk or hip-hop town, East Bay punk and 

with the skateboarding influence, a big hip-hop culture. , , , T 

To be in an underground punk or hardcore band is not difficult at all and be from San Francisco. However, being the clean cut hardcore; when 
say “clean cut” hardcore, I mean more kids that come from the suburbs and aren’t ashamed to be coming from the suburbs. That style of hardcore 
never really took off in San Francisco, ever. The last band that played the style of music we are playing right now, with the message that we have, I 
would say is Unit Pride. Hardcore has blown up. Hardcore is bigger than it has ever been. Even in the smallest towns, there is a small hardcore 
scene There are at least 5 or 10 people who are into the music. It’s not really difficult to be a hardcore band. To be a positive hardcore band, with a 
positive message, a band that is trying to spread the idea of diversity and bettering one’s self, as well as opening up all lines for communication, that 
is difficult. When you have larger hardcore bands like Hatebreed and Madball, and they have a negative image, I think kids are more drawn to that. 
Coming from the Bay area, anyway. Most of the hardcore bands that I’ve witnessed since I moved to San Francisco, are more on the tough edge, the 
aggressive, nihilistic edge. That is the complete opposite of what Our Turn is about. It’s not difficult to be Our Turn in San Francisco, but I would 
definitely say that a lot of kids don’t know how to take us. That fact that we have a fast, hardcore punk sound and we are influenced by bands like 
Uniform Choice, Insted, and Youth of Today; a lot of kids might not even know who those bands are or listen to those bands. Because we don t 
really bring the mosh, they’re not feeling it. We do better with shows with Total Fury and the What Happened Next crowd, the 625 records crowd. 
We just about bringing all the scenes in San Francisco together. We’re all from different scenes. When Our Turn got together and we realized we 
weren’t going to be a straight edge band, we embraced that. It encompassed our ambition as a band to have it be open to everyone and not really 
exclude anybody. If Our Turn could have been a straight edge band, we might have been but I’m very happy to have Carlos in the band. He s be 
in the band since the beginning. He’s not straight edge, nor has he ever been straight edge. He was the best man for the job. The man loves 
hardcore. The man loves Our Turn more than anyone else in the band. It’s one of those things where he met the criteria, he had the heart, and we 
said as long as you’re not drinking at shows or you’re not coming to practice drunk, he could be in the band. We’ve been 100% happy with him. It 
fits our mission as a band, to unify everything in San Francisco. 


been 


You’re on your east coast tour. How is the east coast treating you? 


It’s treating us rad. Thankfully we have The First Step to kind of promote us. We wouldn’t be out here without The First Step, and more specifically 
Steve. He heard the demo and he liked it. He offered to put it out. I think that’s ridiculous. I think it’s rad that he liked it enough that he wanted to 
press it onto vinyl. Our mission was to play fast, positive hardcore music to a scene that really wasn’t aware of that scene or felt like that scene was 
dead. It wasn’t dead to us. We wanted to show the Bay area you could write fast, positive hardcore songs and still have them be aggressive without 
having them be violent or excluding a certain section of the scene. I was at Posi Fest, we had demos with us and kids liked them. I think that s rad. 
As far as the east coast is concerned, for a band that just has a demo 7” out, we’re getting a really warm welcome. 








Did you put out the demo 7” or did Steve? 

Steve funded the 7" actually. This was before Youngblood started talking to 
us. Steve really liked the demo and he was insistent on helping us out. He was 
really excited about it. It must have lit a fire under his ass because he was like 
“I want to put it out." I asked if he wanted to put it out on Urgency records and 
he said “No, I just want to fund it. Is it going to come out on T ’ if I don’t fund 
it?* I told him no. if s a demo. He said he thought it should see vinyl time, 
even if it's only 500. I said if you like it that much, be my guest. He asked 
how I felt about coming out and doing some weekend shows when The First 
Step got back together to promote it. I was like “right on!” He pressed 500 of 
•, them. 150 on gold. I don’t think we’re going to press them again. We’ll 

* probablv take this songs and put them on a cd with the new Youngblood 7”. ^ 

’ There was a black version numbered out of 50. What is the story with S 

that? ,•« 

. There is actually 100 numbered out of 50 because we kept delaying it. We only 
»* wanted 50 to be on that cover. As it turns out, if you have a blue Our Turn 

* - cover with the hoodie guy on it, that is going to be the standard cover for the *< 

rest of the press. We might change it up for the west coast. If it’s numbered, / 
that means you got it at the first two shows. That is as special as that gets. *1 

V our next 7 is coming out on Youngblood. How did you work that out? ® 
Have you known Sean? $ 

I first met Sean when he came out to see Life’s Halt at the Che Cafe. I was * 
i roommates with Joe Onlife when he was living in San Diego. I emailed Sean 
j when 1 was in San Diego asking about the Life’s Halt 7” and he said I should 
meet up with his friend Joe who runs the other half of the label. “You could 
just go by and pick one up from him.” I met him and we had a lot in common. 

We both loved fast, straight edge hardcore. We got an apartment together and 
we were roommates until Joe got cancer and had to move back to Pennsylvania. 

I was one of the first zines to interview Youngblood Records. I did a zine f • 

called Jesus Come Back, which is not a Christian zine. it’s a Swiz reference for 
anybody who might get angry. Our Turn is not a Christian band. Joe always % 
said if I was ever in a band, straight edge or not, this was at a time when >% 
Youngblood was all straight edge bands, make sure I am the first person Who •* 
receives a demo. As soon as we recorded it. I sent a CD-R before we had % 
covers or anything. Joe had it. this was around the time when Joe was taking a *• 
back seat with the label and Sean started taking control of the mail order and •* 
business aspects of it. I don‘t think Sean heard it for a while. We came to Posi \ 
Pest, we sold some copies. Kids seemed to be really into it. We only sold a 
few in the beginning. I don't know if it was you, but someone must have told •* 
everybody because the next day we sold like 75 copies. 


you gave me the demo, I looked at it and gUiIlg lo oc r 

best demo ever. It was a black tape, had a sweet cover. Driving to the 
show on Saturday morning, I put the demo in. I just thought it was great. 
I saw my friend Scott and told him to go buy the demo or I was going to 
kick his ass. 

Someone told me to bring at least 100 demos. I didn't want to bring that many. 
I thought it was ridiculous. We ended up folding the covers on the plane, doing 
it last minute. I m glad we did. we sold out of all of them. I had 20 left and 
orey from Internal Alfairs and Steve bought the rest from me just to distro on 
tour The response was awesome. I’m flattered. We get a lot of love from our 
friends in the Bay area, but the east coast kids so far have shown much more 
love. I o give you an example of how unaware kids are in northern California, 
not so much southern California, of where hardcore comes from and the roots 
of straight edge hardcore and it's effects on hardcore today. Far From Breaking 
came out and toured. They did a Uniform Choice cover and I don't think one 
id sang along in the entire state. That shows how much things have swung the 
other way. You have Orange County which is doing this whole make up. 
Addam s Family core thing. It's huge out there. If you don’t sound like black 
metal or a third rate Madball. then kids really don't pay attention to you. It's 
one of those things that make me happy we are here and kids are into us and 
they re excited about us. It makes me feel really good. Our original mission 
was to show the Bay area kids what’s up. You don't have to play metal to be in 
a hardcore band. You can it pretty punk and have an awesome Uniform Choice 
verse. We re stoked on Uniform Choice, stoked on Insted. The First Step are 
definitely stoked on Insted. let that go on the record! I think that mav have 
tipped Steve toward the demo. 
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You’re 26. I still have a couple years on you, but you are an older dude. What keeps you involved. . f R .» 

Oh that is a great question. I ll tell you what keeps me involved. Pm going to recite a lyr.c Irom a new song we just wrote called Go for Broke 
which is going to be on the Youngblood 7". The Ivric goes "to make friends with another is to make friends with time, through the sense of 
e-mini? K me from growing old inside.” That sums up what keeps me personally in hardcore. Wtaeny» re younger 
vou into the scene It gets you pumped, it's the lyrics, vou can relate to them. Hardcore is centered more around the youth As you get older, the 
music is awesome and^ still love it. I’m telling you "We’re Not in This Alone” gives me tingles up my spine to this day. What keeps me here in 
hardcore is meeting new people and communicating, bettering myself as a human being. I think that is the most important thingAeepmg al 
communication open and creating an environment w here everyone can belong. I keep on growing as a human being being in here. Like I said, l am 
a°frce bince assislant editor, so Infinitely participate in the outside world. 1 think hardcore kids, especially your "dean cut’ hardcore kids can do 
that better than sav vour average East BaC punk dude or your average peace punk dude who just remove themselves from mainstream society. If you | 
can do that more 'power to vou. If you have the ability to lour year round and never have to gel a real job that is awesome. 1 am not able to do that. 
What keeps me coming hack is knowing I am growing as a person and Em bettering myself as a human being. II 1 ever come to that point vvhere 
2 t think that Cdcorcts doing that for me. then I am out This 2 week tour alone has reinforced my belief that hardcore lucking rules! Alex from 
Worn Thin has been a lifesaver for these weekday shows, fie pretty much called people up and said that Our Turn is from ™jjj 1 

have heard of them, they have a demo out. can you put them on your show? Sure enough, all of our holes have been lied. We haven rmssed 
day on tour. Some of the shows may have had a small turnout or whatever, but it doesn t matter we had an amazing time. We P'®> ed so " ie , 

basement shows in upstate New York and that was the lirst time some of the Our I urn kids ever played a basement show. There art no basements i | 
Srnia! That alone is awesome. We ran into so many great people; Crucial Chuck from the DC/Maryland area who put us up inh» house^dtd 
not know us Nick Baran from Third Partv Records was amazing. That's what keeps me involved. In this day and age it you are a stranger, you 
aren't trusted People don't trust each other. I think in this country, people want to close themselves off Irom the rest of society That is why you 
move out to the suburbs, you get a house with a big picket fence. You don't want to be involved in other people s lives. I think hardcore is a good . 
parallel to San Francisco, everything is so jam packed together and so expensive that you have to haveroomates. You have t0 ' ve ^ ^°P le who 
are different from vou. It keeps vou growing. The more you make friends, the more you stay young. That s what keeps me stoked about it. ] 


SStSSit'ESSSSI. - awesome ,»e.,iom W„hlo ,he ,w.,h,« mom*. wo rn « » moo* lb,.r W. by . j 
couple songs written for it alreadv. Jailbreak from the demo will probably be on it. It's the band's favorite song. Once we get the 7 out we re l 
going to trv to come out here for the summer. Our drummer is in two other bands. One band is called Allegiance. They have a ^^d on Anchor 
Records. I le is another band from Sacramento that should be huge. They have that modern hardcore sound that appeals to a lot of kids. I don t ] 
know where they're going for the summer, so that might have an effect on us coming out here for thesummer Our Turn would love to tour the 
country over the summer. That is our plan, to do a summer tour and have a 7 on YoungbloodJiopetuUy by Posi Fest 
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At the show in Connecticut last Sunday, in between songs you were talking 
about small town mentality. You had to cut yourself short. 

Let me explain. My dad was in the military for 23 years so I lived in other 
places. I ended up living in Cincinnati, Ohio for about 8 years. I see that as a 
hiatus. I actually got into hardcore in Ohio. I’m a big fan of Integrity and Face 
Value. I loved hardcore and made some amazing friends in Ohio but it 1 
definitely felt it was a very restricting scene. The city itself was vet restricting. 

Had I stayed in Ohio, I would have dropped out of hardcore. It was either 
centered around violence or it was centered around fashion and image, and not 
heart and sincerity. Don’t take this as a blanket statement about Ohio hardcore. 

For me to grow, this might be different for another person because I know a lot 
of people love living in a small town and love that feeling of knowing their 
neighbors and everybody in town, it wasn’t working out in Ohio. Jailbreak was 
specifically written about breaking out of something even if you have no help, 
just relying on yourself. For about 3 years I kept saying 1 can't move out of here 
by myself. I can’t go back to California by myself. All my friends have grown 
up and I haven’t kept in contact with them anymore. It’s going to be impossible. 

I have to have one of my friends move out with me. All my friends were afraid 
to move. All their family was there. One day I just picked up and left. I took 
my car, packed all my stuff up and moved out with one of my mom's friends. I * 
eventually moved in with Joe Onlife. I know a lot people who live in small towns . 
hate it and they don’t do anything about it. That was one of those songs like **hey, • 
you can move anywhere you want to”, especially if you are a hardcore or punk kid. ’ 
You should know somebody in another town. 2000 miles away. Hopefully you 
put up their band when they came through your town. All you have to do is call 
them up and say “how do you feel about me staying at your house for a month" * 

or “do you know someone who needs a roommate?' When you're younger and d 

you’re down on where you live, and your scene sucks you can either A. do JJ 

something to make it better, contribute or B. you can move. You don’t have to 
wait for another person to do it with you. The song is about more than that, but 
that is what I was thinking about when I wrote it. My guitarist loves that song. 

He applies it tosomething completely different. It’s about, in general, breaking 
out of that small town mentality. The term “jailbreak” from that song came from 
when I was 16 or 17. In the beginning of Get in the Van by Henry Rollins, he 
talks about how he needs to leave DC in order to see what is out there in the 
world. There is a line where he says “I left my town life a guy making a 
jailbreak.” Those words stuck in my head. Like one day. I’m going to leave 
Cincinnati, it’s gonna be like a jailbreak. I’m going to go back to California. 
Eventually I went back to California and it was probably the best thing that 
could have ever happened in my life. I’ve never looked back. I love 
Califo rnia specifically I love San Francisco. 


When everything is said and done, what do you people to think about 
Our Turn? 

What I want them to think of is, I want them to see Our Turn as a band that is 
committed to creating an environment at a show, as well as with people, that 
everyone feels welcome. Everyone feels like they can express their opinion 
andean learn from each other. It should not be an oppressive environment. 

It should not an environment where you should be afraid to come to an Our 
Turn show. If that ever happens. Our Turn will break up. I don’t think that 
will ever happen. I want people to look at Our Turn and think here’s a band 
who has a mission and is set on creating an environment where I feel like I 
belong and I can express myself. I hope that Our Turn is able to influence 
kids to start their own bands and be better than Our Turn. If nothing else I 
hope that when you come away from an Our Turn show you are like “fuck, 

I want to start a band!” Start your own band. Do zines, not internet zines. 
There’s nothing like a tangible document that documents a specific place 
and time in history. Someone is not going to pay their internet account and 
it’s going to disappear in three years. Buy zines, support zines! 
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and Count Me Out. OUT NOW! 


anu uuum iv.v. ww... - - 

' debut 7" on one CD. OUT NOW. 

Try Harder “Come Out Fighting” 7”- Ready for Pre- 
Order! Fast, hard-hitting hardcore from LA. 

Make Move- Hardcore powerhouse from South 
Central Los Angeles. More heart than a cardiac 
ward. Release coming this summer! 
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Here are some reviews. I’m sorry but due to space limitations, I was not able 
to review every single thing that was sent to me. I tried my best to be sure that 
I reviewed every demo I got, although I’m sure I misplaced some. These are 
| just my opinions, don’t take it too seriously. Just like last time, I had Nigguh P | 
(NP) write a few reviews for me as well. Please keeping sending me stuff. I’m 
a big fan of getting mail. 


DEMOS 


| Attitude- The Ill Faced Method 

Red Ranger has been a friend of mine for many years. He used to sing for 
Eternal Youth and is in Trouble Loves Me now. Of all his previous bands, this I 
is my favorite. This is his new side band. “There is a style of music that is not 
j punk and it’s not hardcore...we’re not an old school band because we play 
now.” This is solid straight edge hardcore! I guess Ranger had enough of the 
bullshit scene politics that play a heavy role in Syracuse. Instead of wasting his | 
energy fighting, he uses this band to get his point across. He got a lot of shit 
from people when he started this band. Maybe he struck a nerve or two. 
(Attitudehc.com) 

I Break Through 

Since Crucial John isn’t doing Nothing Can Compare #2 anytime soon, this 
will have to hold me over. This demo rules! What doesn’t rule is it is just a 
project band with him and Izzy TFS. The vocals are similar to Desperate 
Measures and the music has a heavy Youth of Today feel to it. The lyncs to 
“Times Like These” and “Never a Choice” capture what straight edge hardcore | 
is all about. I would love to see more from them. They played one song in 
Connecticut a few weeks ago with Aaron TFS on guitar and, “king of Wishing 
Well shirts” Chris Casali on bass. John says the demo will always be available, 
so make sure you write to get one! 


Drug Test 

The almighty ManchesterXCrew is putting themselves on the map. Very in 
your face from the beginning with a nice intro that is nothing but mosh. Slick 
Rick has excellent vocals and lyrics about being young, causing trouble, going 
to shows, and defending the scene. I personally like Down The Stairs as most 
do. It's one of those songs that after hearing, makes you proud to be in the core, 
going to shows, and having fun because this is ours and they know it! So get 
this demo! They may be sold out by now so look on ebay or post on the B9er 
(as the band members frequent the board). (NP) 


Glory Bound 

Straight edge hardcore from The Netherlands with a “posi core” vibe. Crucial 
college font, sweet Chain hoodie on the inside picture. This is by the books for I 
the most part. The vocals are decent, but seem a bit forced at times. You can’t 
go wrong with the occasional accent as well. If you are into Euro hardcore, 
then this band is all you. 

(xg lQrybQqndx (g> hQtmflil.CQm ) 


Have Heart 

Dude, hard ass intro followed by a sample from Stand by Me. Seriously, how 
can you go wrong? I’ll be honest and thought they band was going to honk 
because of the name. This is straight forward hardcore, with a hint of 
Champion styled melodies at times. They even cover Verbal Assault on this 
demo. Do yourself a favor and check this band out now! Think Fast! Records 
is putting out their first 7” sometime this summer. 


| Justice 

Classic NYHC from Belgium. What!?!?! I know! This band could have 
j easily been on The Way It Is. X’d up, moshing skinhead on the cover, red | 
cassette tape a stolen GB riff. Bonus points for looking good, 
j (uUroJ ijgtice^ hQtmail.CQrn) 

I Never Enough . 

This is a pretty decent demo. Thick, buzz saw guitars accompanied by screamy 
vocals, along the lines of a more decipherable American Nightmare. 6 songs 
worth of abstract, artsy lyrics (for the most part.) This has made me bob my 
head more than a few times. I wonder if they ever play out. 
(Neverenoughdudes@rock.C9rn) 


more'^^'champio^ho^ies'ancTNitehig^tops'already I * * * * * * 8 Very positive lyrics 
r are Keeping 

(a e t re even a ^ excellent Unity cover. My only compel .s when 
the demoends 1 cry for more. 1 hype this demo all the fmeso ju^geut, don t 

fuck aronnd. "Keep your fucking hood np, and your.FISTS DOWN 

- — 

OMh^Ugoing to sound weird, but the first song is similar to Warzonebut 

the flow of the lyrics reminds me of Metallica's Hit the Lights. I don 

know maybe I'm just crazy. This New York band plays late 80 s styled 
hardcore. Vou know, bands you could find on The Way It Is. For a demo, this 

is a solid start. Another band I’ll be excited to hear more from as they mature. 

(I kscoot@yahoo.com ) 

Sidewalk 

I guess if Rancor played hardcore with more skank parts, they would sound like 
this. And I mean demo era Rancor, as that was the best anyway. The intro 
reminds me of Negative Approach musically. I guess there is even a little 
Floorpunch to this. 7” out soon on Organized Crime records. Did I mention a 
Side by Side cover as well? 


fkepUiearing a lot about this band and was more than happy when Tony sent 
me a copy of the demo. What we have here is a mix of harder, metallic 
hardcore with melody mixed in. There is a definite mid-west soundUo 11 
Think of bands in the mid 90’s, but they have progressed to 2004. One thing 
that I like about this is the fact that they have worked to make their own sound. 

(wwv 


The Spark- Demo 2003 

Less slow, more go! Fastcore from the Baltimore area. Short, fast, and to the 
point. 3 songs, 2 Vi minutes. 


I Think Again- Demo ‘03 _ , 

I Straight forward hardcore from the Lone Star state. Judging by the lyncs, you 
would think this was just a youth crew band. While there are some gang back 
1 ups vocals and the occasional pick slide, this has more of a dark, dirty mid 80 s I 
feel to it. A thing I like about this band is they aren’t trying to be a clone band. 

I They borrow some elements from other bands and mix it to be their own. 

I (xthinkagainx@hotmail.com ) 

| Time to Die 

It’s weird. The first two songs on this remind me of the first Sick of It All 7”, 
| but not really catchy like it. Similar music I guess. I’m not too stoked on the 
last 2 songs though. I would like to hear this band in a few more months. 

| (itstimet 9 digandy 9 urenext@h 9 tmail.c 9 m) 

I Try Harder 

No frills, just straight up fast, pissed hardcore. The songs hit you quick and 
hard and then it is done. No sense wasting time with weird solos, extra mosh 
parts, and all that jazz. 


Where the Sidewalk Ends- Shoot the Pier Demo ‘03 
Thick, fast, moshy hardcore from the “other” shore. The songs deal will social 
and scene problems (new world order, not enough people listening to Johnny 
Cash, etc.) I’m not sure how serious of a band they are, but they are amusing 
enough for you to spend a couple bucks on a demo. 

I (shp otthcpicr^hottnaiUom) 

I XWitnessX 

Straight edge from Rochester, NY. They used to be called Hold True. As the 

demo starts, the Atari demo is the first thing that comes to mind. This is a lot 

like Atari, or maybe a slightly faster Chain of Strength. Instead of songs about I 

skateboarding and friends, the lyrics on this demo are a little more personal, yeti 

still deal with vegetarianism, straight edge, etc but in a more thoughtful way 

that just “I’m straight, you’re not, blah, blah, blah.” Good stuff! 

| (Third Party 21 Nancy Lane Amherst, NY 14228) 
















I Where We Stand- Fresh Jams Demo 2003 

The guitars start this demo sounding like Mouthpiece “What Will Remain. ’ 
Once the vocals kick in, it becomes basic fast hardcore. As the demo goes on, 11 
can see some Shelter influences, as well as influences from some of the smaller 
97 revival era bands. A crew chant here and there. A skank part. It is a solid 
start, but I have a weird feeling they aren’t together anymore. One of the songs 
deals with drinking and driving, a topic that I haven’t seen addressed in a song 
in quite some time 

txwherewestandx@hotmail.com ) 


A18- Defining the Color Conviction 

The first song on this 7” reminded me of a slower Judge. By the 2 nd song, they | 
have picked up the speed a little. By now you should know that this band is 
made up of dudes who were in The Chorus and Outspoken. This is a hard band | 
to describe. I’d say spend the $4 and check it out for yourself. 

(Organized Crime PO Box 213 Brookfield, IL 60513) 

Annihilation Time- Bad Reputation 
| There have been a lot of comparisons to Black Flag and BL’AST. I was 
wondering if there would be a big change because they have a new singer. Not 
too much has changed, I’m happy to say. I do think the vocals are slightly 
higher. This record has 3 news songs and a Thin Lizzy cover. The record 
starts off with a Black Flag- My War feel to it. If you love either of the bands 
mentioned and you haven’t heard Annihilation Time, what are you waiting for? | 
(Dead Alive PO Box 42593 Philadelphia, PA 19101) 


I Bad Business 

I Bad Business plays a modem version of slightly youth crewish hardcore. 
Pretty fast and stright forward with vocals that have a slight strain to them, 
which give off a sense of sincerity. The lyrics are written on a more personal 
level, without coming off like bad poetry. Original and good. 

(Grave Mistake 899 Kings Retreat Drive Davidsonville, MD 21035) 


Blacklisted- s/t 

In the last issue, I said everyone would be on Philly’s No Rights nuts before 
long. Well, they broke up just before I went to print, so this is the new band 
you will jock. Made up of dudes from No Rights, you get 4 songs of angst 
filled hardcore. You can feel the angriness in George’s intense vocals. Chaotic I 
along the lines of American Nightmare, with a touch of classic NYHC tossed 
in. You know there are Cro-Mags parts here and there. Very agro. I 
remember when I first heard this in Zach’s room; I knew they were bound for 
greatness. Get this now, as they just signed to Stillborn Records and have a 
split 7” coming out on Deathwish, Inc. 

(Walk All Night 


Bottom Line 

It’s been a long time since some new blood has been bom in the big apple. 
These guys are in your face complete with breakdowns and mosh. From the 
first time I heard ” Don't worry kid, its just the rest of your life." I knew this i 
band would be great. And from what I noticed when I saw them, they like to 
work out. I have to admit, they do have their own sound. (NP) 

(Perfect Victim PO Box 52084 Boston, MA 02205) 


Far From Breaking- The Identity 

Picking up where their debut 7” left off and taking it to the next level, this 
Texas edge band serves up 6 songs that will leave you wanting more. This ■ 

record is completely solid from start to finish. They have evolved into more of I 
a Carry On sound. One of the best records to come out in 2003. I was f 
expecting great things from this band the moment I saw them play. Sadly, I’m 
writing this review just a few days before their last show. They will be missed. 
^Youngblood 217 W. Main St. Ephrata , PA 17522 and Third Party) 

Hold True- Nothing Can Destroy Me, Nothing Can Stop Me 
Sometimes I am amazed at how far hardcore has reached. This band comes 
from Hungary. And just like most of all the other foreign bands, they sing in 
English. I admire that. I had a few years of Spanish in high school and hardly I 
remember anything. Anyway, Hold True play a style of melodic youth crew, 
full of crew chants and passionate vocals. At times they remind me of Envy 
but with a better drummer. The Envy lp is super good, by the way. Songs on 
this record deal with individuality, lost friendships, seizing the day, etc. 

(Third Party 21 Nancy Lane Amherst, NY 14228) 


Jailbreak 

This was my surprise release of the year. The demo totally reminded me of 
Raw Deal, and that is good! The 7" totally picked up where the demo left off. 
Breakdowns left and right. They remind me of early No Warning. The only bad I 
part is this is only a side band !??!!?!? Why-o-why I ask? This is a solid release 
that that was done perfectly. There has been hype all over this 7" (which sold 
out quickly). The 2nd press may or may not be out. Get into this! (NP) 

(Broken Glass 1688 Fairway Drive Jamison, PA 18929) 


Kill Traitors- s/t 

I like the opening bass line. I think there needs to be more of that in hardcore 
again. The rest of the band kicks in and you have the modem, melodic 
hardcore with slightly harsh vocals that seems to be popular with all the kids 
these days. 

(Reflections Spoorwegstraat 117 6828 AP Arnhem The Netherlands) 

Over and Out 

North Carolina sXe in the hizzy ! I actually heard about this band from one of 
those pesky post card ads you get from random labels (but it worked this time). 

I liked the logo and checked them out. They blend fast hardcore with a smidge 
of melody and fantastic chuggs. I guess this means no more making fun of the 
Carolinas. They were one of my highlights at posi numbers this year. The 7" is 
awesome! You’ve heard the 2 tracks that are on samplers and the Perfect 
Victim site now hear the rest. (NP) 

(Perfect Victim PO Box 52084 Boston, MA 02205) 

Pistols at Dusk- s/t 

This 7” comes with killing Cupid #1 (see below.) PAD come at your with 
melodic hardcore, not too far from Plans Mistaken for Stars or Fuel. Even 
though they sound nothing like Fuel, I say that so you have a typical idea of the | 
style of music that is played. Passionate, developed songs. 

(Killing Cupid 824 SE 30 th Ave. #12 Portland, OR 97214) 

Plan of Attack 

Hello windy city hardcore. Chicago is known for the fireside bowl, PC kids, i 
and now Plan Of Attack. This is fast hardcore which has an early NYHC feel to 
it. It is hard to pin point who they remind me of honestly. Bill Smiles lead this 
with his feelings towards society and the scene. This guy has been around for a 
few years, he knows what he s talking about. I was very bummed on how many 
people did NOT go see them when they toured with A18. Midwest HC will 
I own you! Now’s your chance to hear what the midwest is talking about. 
Reprezent busta! (NP) 

[ (Silent Architect PO Box 146701 Chicago, IL 60614) 

Say You Hate Me 

I was given this for review a long time ago. I had meant to review it in the last 
issue, but it got moved from my review box when I moved from my aprtment 
to my house. Sorry about the delay. This record is full of fast, short songs 
bordering on being called power violence. I don’t know much about those 
types of bands, but at times this reminds me of Crucial Unit, sans lyrics about 
iced tea and moshing. 

(My Trust PO Box 274 New Paltz, NY 12561) 

The Answer 

The northwest has been busy the past few years. This 7" is so underrated that i 
pains me. These guys play fast hardcore in the vein of champion, and rosary (2 
very very crucial bands). They bust out the crew chants, stage dives, and 
everything else you could want. Please check them out. (NP) 

(Excursion PO Box 20224 Seattle, WA 98102) 

Worn Thin- Remnants of What Could Have Been 
I have been backing this band since the first 7" on malfunction. I like the fast 
hardcore with melody. They had this feel that reminds me of turning point. The | 
sophomore release on Youngblood picks up where the last left off and adds 
some tempo. Much faster and a more straight up posi sound. At first I liked the | 
first 7" more but now I find myself listening to this one far more often. This is 
another one of those bands that deserves everyone’s attention. (NP) 

(Y oungblood 217 W. Main St. Ephrata , PA 17522) 

86 Mentality 

Holy shit, the music sounds just like Minor Threat! The vocals remind me of 
Ian Stuart at times, but more muddled. This if good for those people who say 
they like Skrewdriver musically, but not lyrically. But then again, the vocals 
| don’t always sound like that. I’m not sure about the layout or anything b/c 
Alex gave me a burned copy for review. I’m getting too old to decipher lyrics 
I as well. They could be singing about ponies for all I know. Get this record, 
check out the awesomeness of the band, and see what is really being said. 

(Grave Mistake 899 Kings Retreat Drive Davidsonville, MD 21035) 

Plan of Attack/Terror/The Promise 

I was thinking about live records I really like and the only on that comes to 
mind is Evilive. To be honest, this won’t be bumping that Misfits record out of | 
the top spot. Live shows never really transfer right. But hey, that is just me. 

This record gives you 2 songs each by the above mentioned bands. 

(Organized Crime PO Box 213 Brookfield, IL 60513) 


My War/Revenge Therapy 
My War has a touch of a Black Flag feel to them. There is some complexity to I 
their music. The music and vocals are up front, and a little screamy. Revenge 
Therapy play straight forward hardcore with some melodies and angry vocals. 
Donny Mutt told me of all the bands he saw during the One Up winter tour, 
Revenge Therapy impressed him the most. 

(Organized Crime PO Box 213 Brookfield, IL 60513) 





























Afterlife- Enter the Dragon 

Pretty good youth crew styles hardcore from Spain. They add to the formula 
with some melodic guitar parts ala Count Me Out. Don’t think it’s all finger 
pointing and stage dives, because right now I hear a mosh part. Nothing 
groundbreaking, but if you are a fan of Euro core, then you’d be happy. 
(Crucial Response Kaiserfeld 98, 46047 Oberhausen Germany) 

I Allegiance- s/t 

1 San Francisco straight edge! These dudes play fast hardcore with a ton ot 
melody tossed into the mix. I’ve been sitting here trying to think of something 
to compare this to, and I’m drawing a blank. I guess that is a good thing. The 
vocals are a little higher pitched than normal, maybe along the lines of By the 
Grace of God. Crew chants, mosh parts. Pretty solid release. 

I (Anchor PO Box 154, 3495 Cambie St. Vancouver, B.C. V5Z4R3 Canada) 


Blue Monday- What’s Done is Done 
Oh Canada...influenced by modem California hardcore, Blue Monday delivers | 
8 new songs plus the first 7”. Unlike a lot of west coast bands, this record has 
more mosh than melody. At times. I’m reminded of a harder version of Our 
Turn. I’m a fan of Blue Monday and this record did not disappoint. Of all the 
bands that play this style of hardcore, they are definitely one of the best. 

(Perfect Victim PO Box 52084 Boston, MA 02205) 

Casey Jones- The Few, The Proud, The Crucial 
I still don’t know what to think about this. I had to listen to it a few times 
I before I could tell if I liked it or not. It’s kind of an odd record. It has a little | 
bit of Florida chug, good sing-a-longs, the occasional black metal riff, plus 
[ elements of traditional hardcore. Typically I would pass on it, but for some 
weird reason, it works in this case. It’s a fun kind of record. The vocals at 
times sound like the dude from Stretch Armstrong. This is another one of 
those records I was surprised to find in the old mailbox. 

(Indianola 815 Gomto Road Valdosta, GA 31601) 


Himsa- Courting Tragedy and Disaster 

This is metal, make no mistake about it. Picture disk with evil artwork, limited i 
to 666 copies. Lots of double bass and throaty vocals. Not really my thing, but 
it sounds like they do what they do better than most. They were recently guests | 
Headbanger’s Ball as well. 

(Excursion PO Box 20224 Seattle, WA 98102) 

Integrity-To Die For 

Bringing it back.. .again. It seems that Dwid has returned from the land of the 
lost and put together a pretty good Integrity album. This record is full of 
double bass, guitar solos, and Dwid’s signature voice. Tons of kids were 
I jocking the return of these Clevo dudes. The return seems to have been brief, 
though. A recent attack by SHARPS in Portland messed Chubby Fresh up 
pretty bad and Dwid quit the band again. Yeah, so now everyone hates Dwid 
again and want to kick his ass. Gotta love it. 

(Deathwish 35 Congress Street Salem, MA 01970) 

Kill You Idols- For Our Friends 

Some people lose their minds for Kill Your Idols. I however, am not one of 
those people. I’m not saying I hate them. AS far as bands that play that 
punk/hardcore mix, these guys are at the top of the game. 8 songs of normal 
Kill Your Idols styled songs, including an Exploited cover. 

| (Lifeline PO Box 692 Midlothian, IL 60445) _ 


Desperate Measures- Never Enough Time 
Desperate Measures are in the top 3 of my favorite active hardcore bands. This 
new lp picks up where the 7” left off and goes way beyond. Since the 1 st 7” 
came out, they has established themselves as a serious, hardworking band that i 
shouldn’t just.be dismissed as a 2 nd rate Side by Side. This lp has evolved past 
those comparisons. ’This is a hardcore record. Period. If you are not sure what 
current hardcore should sound like, you need not look further than this record. 
Sincere lyrics, heartfelt vocals, perfect guitar parts, just the right amount of 
back up vocals. You cannot miss with this one. I will go so far as to say it is 
the best lp of 2003. 

(Youngblood 217 W. Main St. Ephrata, PA 17522) 


Down to Nothing- Save It for the Birds 

The first time I saw these guys I was far from impressed. Needless to say, I 
didn’t really care when this came to my mailbox. I brought a stack of cds to I 
work with me one day and this was in that stack. When it was time to push 
play, I wasn’t prepared for what I was about to hear. It turns out, Down to 
Nothing is really good at playing hardcore. No frills, nothing fancy, just 
hardcore- the way it should be played. 

(Thorp PO Box 6786 Toledo, OH 43612) 


Donnybrook!- There’s No Love for the Insincere 
These are some hard looking dudes, so for fear of my personal safety, I won’t 
say anything bad about this ep. All kidding aside, what you get here is 4 songs 
to hard, moshy core from Los Angeles, musically not too far from Terror or 
Hatebreed. The lyrics deal mostly with hardcore. Normally I would think that 
is silly, but in this case they make valid points. You have to read these lyrics to 
“There’s No Love Here.” “We will reduce your autumns into ashes. We will 
I avenge your disrespect sevenfold. And for all that shit you brew within your 
poisoned well, we’ll leave your worthless bodies out in the cold ‘cause there’s 
no love here.” 

I (1917 Records PO Box 1282 Whittier, CA 90609) _ 

Give Up the Ghost- We’re Down Til We’re Underground 
I’ll admit I was ready for this record to suck beyond belief. A lot of time had 
passed since the release of Background Music, and I really didn’t think it 
would compare. Well, I was wrong. In a time when it’s cool to hate this band, 

I will say that this is a solid record. It has progressed past the first lp. This 
record has a punkish feel to it, that has been missing since the first 7”. 

(EVR PO Box 14 Hudson, NY 12534) 


Cursed- One 

The dudes in mesh hats and scraggly beards can rejoice now, this is the new 
band from dudes who were in the Swarm. 

(Deathwish 35 Congress Street Salem, MA 01970) 


Madball- NYHC ep 

I imagine you have heard Madball before. If you have, you know what to 
expect. This surely isn’t the DMS version of Staring Into the Sun. 4 new 
songs that will make any Madball fan happy. 7” will be on Martyr. 

(Thorp PO Box 6786 Toledo, OH 43612)_ 

Modern Life is War- My Love, My War 
Iowa, what the fuck? These dudes really can’t be from Iowa. I hope it’s a joke 
MLIW is one of those bands that appeals to a lot of different types of kids in 
the punk/hardcore scene. You can use the term “modem hardcore” to describe 
them, but that might fall a little short. Kids are all about this band and I bet in a 
year from now, they will be one of the biggest bands in hardcore. This is an 
intense, emotional record. I hear they are super good live as well. 
Unfortunately, by the time they played at Posi Numbers, I was already on my 
way home for some much needed sleep. 

(Martyr PO Box 955 Harriman, NY 10926) _— 


Murder Weapon- Nervous Wreck 

These guys have a steady diet of tough hardcore. Harsh vocals, thick moshy 
guitars, you know the sound. Similar to No Warning or any of the harder 
NYHC bands of old. Hard dudes from the suburbs are going to eat this up! 

(Martyr PO Box 955 Harriman, NY 10926) _ 

Never Surrender- s/t 

The first release by Porcell’s new label, which features Porcell on vocals. 

Don’t get all jazzed hoping for Project X part 2. This has a slightly more 
metallic sound, maybe a mix of 108 and The Hope Conspiracy. I know a lot of I 
people will hate this just because it doesn’t sound like it came from 1988. The ' 
photos on the insert are sweet as hell, may I ad. 

(Fight Fire with Fi re PO Box 254 Stuyvesant Falls, NY 12174)_ 

Nick Cave- Nocturama 

What is this, a Nick Cave review in a hardcore fanzine? Let me tell you why. 
Nick Cave is one of the best songwriters ever. If all you listen to is hardcore, 
you won’t be into this. If you like music in general, this record is a no brainer. 
Nick Cave writes the best records to sit back and relax to. Words cannot 
express the genius behind his music. 

(Epitaph/Anti 2798 Sunset Blvd. LA, CA 90026)_ 

I No Warning- Ill Blood 

Well, we know about the vinyl being delayed, we know about the things that 
have been said, we know about the shit blood. This is No Warning from 
I Canaduh. I wasn’t sure if anything good ever came from that cold place full of 
canucks and French and I was dead wrong. This takes the 7 s and mcd to the 
next level. Very much along the lines of Madball, this is tough guy and very 
I metal influenced hardcore. The 7"s and early material were faster in my 
opinion, this is a tad slower and thicker. Bens voice is brutal and when he isn’t 
singing with Avril, he is pounding out the jams. There are rumors as to them 
changing their sound; I pray they don’t although I doubt they could top this 
release. (NP) 

(B ridge 9 PO Box 990052 Boston, MA 02199-0052) 

Plan of Attack- No Future 

Plan of Attack is a great band to listen to when you are having one of those 
days when you feel like everyone in the world is fucking with you. Fast, 
pissed, and in your face, this cd brings you 17 angst filled songs full of guitar 
crunch and drum rolls. The chorus from “Crash and Bum” sounds like Rise 
Above, so you know it’s got to be good. As an added bonus, the cd is 
enhanced with live footage from the POA 7” release show. 

(Organized Crime PO Box 213 Brookfield, IL 60513) 

























| Punishment- Broken but Not Dead 

Brand new record from these Philly mosh core heroes. Very straight forward, 

I with a touch of metallic parts here and there. One of the most sincere bands 
I’ve come across in a long time. Front man Joe Hardcore is one of the realist 
dudes I know. He always has intelligent opinions and is not afraid to speak his 
I mind. The lyrics reflect the realness of Joe’s life living in the city. I know kids 
on the west coast are crazy about this band. Maybe it’s time for the east to 
catch on. 

(Thorp PO Box 6786 Toledo , OH 43612) 

I Razor Crusade- Are you Wired? 

This band reminds me of a band that would be from Louisville. Probably like 
By the Grace of God or something along those lines. 

[(Reflections Spoorwegstraat 117 6828 AP Arnhem The Netherl ands) 

Say Goodbye- s/t 

Pissed off hardcore in the same vein as DYS and SSD. I got to see them a few 
months ago, and I was more than impressed. Luckily, I got hooked up with a 
copy of this record before it was ready to go. There is going to be a bunch of 
well deserved hype over this band once this lp comes out. If you like your 
hardcore fast and pissed, look no further. 

(Western Front PO Box 24459 Lo s Angeles, CA 90024-0459) 

Sick of It All- Life on the Ropes 

I hate saying this, but if you are reading this zine and you do not know who i 

y0U " eed '°, ask yourself w "y y° u are h ^e. Anyone involved in 
punk and hardcore should know SOIA. After more than 15 years the 

Crew can StiU deliver - While this record might "°t be as good as 
Blood Sweat, and N ° Tears, SOIA fans will not be left disappointed. SOIA is j 
one ofthe bands that all of today’s mosh gods wish they were. 

(Fat PO Box 193690 San Francisco, CA 94119-3690) 



The Damage Done- City of Hope 

I’ve always liked The Damage Done. I was saddened to hear that they were 
breaking up. After the break up, they went into the studio and cranked out 5 
last songs. These songs remind me of the Carry On lp with harsher vocals and I 
a little harder guitars. This is a good way to go out, unlike “How we Rock.” 
( Rival PO Box 5242 Concord, CA 94524) _ 

The Last Chance- s/t 

The layout for this is pretty boring. The music is thankfully better than the 
layout. There is no denying a heavy Count Me Out influence here, a little 
Hands Tied, mixed with a touch of Bane. I never hear about bands from 
England, so this came as a shock to me. I’m digging this record. If you into 
any of the mentioned bands, you will be more than happy with this! 


| Unit Pride- Then and Now 

Do you know who Unit Pride was? You better! This is the discography of a 
great California band featuring Eric Ozenne of the Nerve Agents/Redemption 
87 on vocals. This has the 7” and demo on one convenient cd. Really, if you 
don’t know these guys, quit posing and order the cd. We won’t tell and ruin 
your scene cred. The artwork was done by Jesse Michaels, need I say more? 

1 (Mankind PO Box 265 Bellflower, CA 90707)_ 

V/A- Bridging Oceans International Straight Edge Compilation 
I love the stuff that Nick Baran does. He puts out records he likes, fuck what 
might be popular. This comp is a great idea. He got together a bunch of 
straight edge bands from all over the world. This comp has band from Korea, 
Hungary, the US, and Indonesia. The bands are The Geeks, OnXAlert, Hold 
True, Thinking Straight, fxpxox, and Bad Business. Each band is unique. I 
would have liked to see Pointing Finger on this comp though. Their name may 
be a bit silly, but they are a really good band! 

(Third Party 21 Nancy Lane Amherst, NY 14228) 

V/A- Black on Black 
Can someone please tell me why it was necessary to butcher up these songs? 
Oddly enough, this is part of the liner notes. “...I’m generally not a fan of 
‘tribute’ albums. They can be overblown and annoying- 20 random bands 
doing their best to ruin a perfectly good song.” I couldn’t have said it better. I 
feel dirty and cheap after listening to this. I’m gonna have to stop reviewing 
records for a little bit and put real Black Hag records on. 

(In itial PO Box 17131 Louisville, KY 40217) 

Where Eagles Dare- To Come from Nowhere 

I really hoped this band would sound like The Misfits. They don’t. At times, 
this sounds like a more explosive Stretch Armstrong with Champion style 
guitar melodies. It has the same kind of intensity as the first American 
Nightmare lp. This is one of the better bands that play this newer style of 
hardcore and they seem to be gaining popularity. 

' (New Day Rising PO Box 1383 Miller Place, NY 11764) 


Addiction to Disease #2 

I really hope this zine is named after the Chorus song. Anyway, this zine 
comes from our neighbors of the north, Canada. I’m sure there are some newer | 
issues, but this is what I have to work with. Cut and paste with One Up, Our 
War, The A-Team, and Bones Brigade. As an added bonus, it came with a 
cassette with songs from each of the bands interviewed. That is a cool idea. 

| (2142a Topsail Rd. Con ception Bay South Newfoundland A1W 4A4 Canada) 

Born 2 Hate 

Holy moly this is one thick ass zine! I think it would be easier for me to list the I 
bands that AREN’T in this issue. Some highlights include Drug Test, Integrity, | 
Desperate Measures, Far From Breaking, Martyr Records, and Modem Life is 
War. Add in some posi numbers reviews, flyers, the history of IBC root beer 
and a ton of other stuff and you will be entertained for a long time. My only 
complaint about this issue is the backgrounds. The repetitiveness of the band 
name over and over again starts to bug the old eyes out after a while. And that 
is just me nit picking. This is a really cool zine. 

^2401_2GMasTree Lane Apt. 29 Bakersfield, CA 93306) _ 

I Breakaway #1 

I Decent cut and paste zine from Belgium. The bands and people in this issue 
I include Mike Bukowski, Striking Distance, Sick of It All, Our War, and Razor 
I Crusade. Pretty solid first issue. 

| (Basiliekstraat 9-11 1500 Halle Belgium) 


a uone 4Z mover Koad, Totley, Sheffield, S17 4HN, UK) 


Gaining Ground 

I The Miracle Mile- Where the Heart Is 

I hear a heavy American Nightmare influence with, with a touch of moshier 

1 hardcore. And then when you think that is it, they hit you with some melodies. 

I bet these guys are pretty big on the west coast. Damn, they switched up 
again. I just heard some screaming parts in the vein of Poison the Well or 
something like that. 

(Western Front PO Box 24459 Los Angeles, CA 90024-0459) 


Another zine from Europe. If only Americans were so motivated. This zine is 

1/2 sized, cut and paste (which seems to be the way to go.) Solid zine featuring 
some writings about the core, vinyl vs. tapes vs. cds, and why Bold rules. 

Bands in this bad boy include One Up, Know Your Enemy, and Panic Attack. 
Don’t let the size fool you, this is jam packed with stuff to read. 

(Milletstraat 12-1 1077 ZA Amsterdam The Netherlands) 


Time for Living- The Cheat is Not Dead 

In the first Plan B video, Mike Carroll skated to ‘Time for Living” by the 
Beastie Boys. This sounds nothing like that. What we have on this cd is harder 
modem hardcore with screamy vocals and crew chants. Nothing really 
groundbreaking, but not horrible either. I have a feeling these dudes are 
popular in their hometown scene. 

(Rival PO Box 5242 Concord, CA 94524) 
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This isn’t a zine, rather a cool, independent comic book. It is part of a comic 
book/record series. Issue #1 came with the Pistols at Dusk record. The comic 
is the size of a 7” cover. This is a great idea. The comic is an entertaining ■ 
read; a glimpse into the life of everyone’s favorite man in a diaper, Cupid. The I 
story will grab onto you and make you want to read the next issue to see how 
the story develops. Great first attempt! 

(Killing Cupid 824 SE 30 th Ave. #12 Portland, OR 97214) 





















I Look Beyond #2 

My boy Mir is back with another issue. Big improvements from issue #1 This 
issue has a little bit of the old and a little bit of the new. Supertouch re-print, 
Mental, Panic Attack, Straight Ahead retrospective, and Where We Stand. 

Lots of flyers and some good pics round this issue out. I think he is going to be 
a poser and not do a third issue. Boo to him! 

| ( 3115 Rimrock Dr. Missouri City, TX 77459) 

I Pushed Your Luck #1 

If all first issues were this good, the world would be a better place! Full size, | 
decent thickness, cut and paste, lots of pics. You can’t go wrong. Solid 
I writing. Interviews with Our War, John Lacroix, One Up, Youngblood 
I Records, and No Warning. This gets the Start Today best zine of the issue 
I award. I hope to see a new issue soon! 

I (4 Kings Ave. Bromley, Kent, BR1 4HW England) 

Push the Limit #3 

I really like this zine. Every issue has been great. Tons of good reading, great 
cut and paste layout, lots of cool stuff in this zine. This issue has Hated Youth, I 
Dead Stop, Donny Mutt, The Deal, Punch in the Face, reprinted Negative 
Approach and Confront interviews, plus a ton more. Top nocth! 

(Sluis 242 2400 MOL Belgium) 


Stand Your Ground #2 

Pretty cool zine from a younger kid from Belgium. It’s cut and paste style, 

I although a little sloppy. But it has a ton of heart. I like that. Bands and people | 
included in this issue are Some Kind of Hate, Over and Out, Pointing Finger, 
Vitamin X, and Reproach. A bunch of pics and some stories round this issue 
out. There is one part that talks about spending hours on a train to see a show. 
My lazy, spoiled ass doesn’t like going more than an hour away. 

(Kruisweglei 21 2861 OLV-Waver Belgium) 


I Speak for Yourself 

I St. Louis, MO is not a ghost town and we are not hicks. HC lives. This is the 
first zine from local scenester Nike 217. What’s great about this is he used the 
I efforts from a bunch of STL kids that try and better the scene every day. Its not I 
I just one guys zine but a nice collection. Everyone adds different opinions and 
] styles. This was an excellent read. Interviews from blacklisted, outbreak, 

GUTG, knife fight, etc... I enjoyed every minute while I read this on the job. 
What’s also great is this zine is not just a local zine, but it represents the 
midwest and us kids that live in this hell hole. So yeah, touring bands get out 
here ASAP! Get this zine or pose! (NP) 

| (7729 Ravensridge #A-1 Shrewsbury, MO 63119) 


SPEAK OUT! 


May the force be with you. 

A few years ago government officials in Australia did a census 
survey. One of the questions asked your religious faith. If over 
10,000 people said the same thing, it would be recognized as an 
officia l religion. 73,000 people answered “Jedi.” 

I Ignorance is bliss. 

I We were walking the strip in Las Vegas when I heard some ogre 
I of a woman yelling “English, English” to the Mexicans handing 
out hooker cards to passing by tourists. Look you fucking sloth, 
ENGLISH IS NOT THE “OFFICIAL” LANGUAGE OF THE 
UNITED STATES! There is no o fficial language. _ 

I You just keep talking, talking everyday. 

I You are so full of yourself. You think your ideas and opinions are 
I revolutionary. You are too quick to put others down. You are just 
I a flash in the pan. In 2 years, no one will remember you. I’d 
I rather see young kids involved with hardcore playing the songs 
I they want, listening to the bands they want, than hear some jaded 
I old scenester talk about what bands are good and what style is 
I whack. I love the kids who have big hearts and are actually trying 
I to do something. _ 

TV party tonight! 

On the night of my 28 th birthday, I saw probably the best live band 
I will ever see. That band was Black Flag. It was part of a series 
of benefit shows to help raise money for the West Memphis Three. 
There are some who will say that it isn’t Black Flag without Greg 
Ginn. I will agree that he was an integral part of the band, but I’m 
not into worshiping guitar players, save that shit for classic rock 
and Clapton. Regardless, I was not prepared for what was about 
to happen on that stage. First, Keith Morris came out and did 
about 10 songs with the Rollins Band playing the music. After he 
was done, Henry took the stage. His set opened with “Rise 
Above.” It was one of the most powerful things I had ever seen. 
I’m fairly sure that if it weren’t for music, Rollins would be a 
mass murderer. He was 110% intense for the entire set. Holy 
shit! The saddest thing I saw that night was the kid in front of me. 
It seems that he went to the bar and a band happened to be 
playing. Do you own thing, but as soon as he would finish his 
drink, he’d be off buying another. Can you please just enjoy the 
band for a minute? He also thought that “TV Party” was a literal 
song. As if a bunch of punk dudes in LA in the early 80’s are 
going to sit around and watch Dallas. He just didn’t get the point. 

I felt bad for him. He obviously did not “get it.” I blame 
corporate sponsorship of punk rock for this. Now any yahoo with 
a tongue ring and a Ramones cd can think they are punk. 


THE FLAME STILL BURHjl 
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Up front, that’s where you belong. 

Somebody from MRR reviewed my last issue and complained 
I because there weren’t enough females in the backgrounds of my | 

I show photos. Apparently I am responsible for there to be more 
I women involved with hardcore. I must have missed that memo, 

I but then again the mail service isn’t too reliable these days. So 
I girls, if you see someone with a camera at a show, be sure to be 
seen up front. As the ruler of hardcore, I’m just doing my job. 
Also, there are too many sweaty shirtless boys. This has to stop. 
And don’t even THINK about talking about anything that isn’t 
| political. 

All that I want to do is skate, skate. 

Back in the day, if we wanted a place to skate, we would build it. 
We wouldn’t dream about sitting around waiting for the city to 
build us a skate park. We would actually take it upon ourselves to 
get some wood together and build a ramp. Sometimes we’d buy 
the wood, sometimes we’d snake it from where ever we could. 

The point is, if it were not happening, we’d make it happen instead 
of putting the burden on someone else. Those were great times. 
Often people would build ramps out in the middle of the woods. 
All we would need is some iced tea, water, mosquitoes, dirt, and a 
radio. I can remember sitting in school hearing about a ramp in the 
woods in a town about 45 minutes away. We’d scam a ride out 
there and just have a general idea where the ramp was. Eventually 
we’d come across a session. The locals were sure to make you 
feel at home. You were skaters. You were part of the 
brotherhood. If you saw someone in a Powell or Misfits shirt, 
you’d talk to them. You’d become friends, skate together on 
occasion, and see each other at shows. I was walking out of 
Wawa last week and some kid had a Strike Anywhere hoodie on. 

If this were 15 years ago, I would have stopped him and probably 
j had a great conversation. Instead I just held the door for him and 
1 we went on our separate was. 
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Mike Vallely is a man who needs no introduction. 

I If you have been involved with skateboarding at 

S ail over the past 15 years,you have to know who 
he is. From his break out part in Public Domain 
to his most recent stint in the Tony Ilawk Pro 
Skater games, Mike V. has been an innovator in 
skateboarding. For years I wanted to do an 
interview and I finally had a chance in September 
^ 2003, when his Man Vs. Skatepark tour made a 
1 stop in West Chester, PA. There is way more to 
I this man than the public generally gets to see. 

When is Salad Days coming out? 

How do you know about Salad Days? 
i I’m friends with Larry. 

j Haha, ok. I think it’s going to be released in March, 
if we hit all of our deadlines on time. I’m looking 
' forward to it. For me, it's a different project. To be 
| part of something I’m not the focus of is going to be I 
| refreshing. I’m looking forward to getting it out and 
helping Larry. 

/tixwdid you end up becoming the executive 
J producer of the film? 

j Just out of interest. I saw his initial attempt at the 
r video. I really related to it. I thought it needed a 
f re-edit. It needed a slightly different treatment. 

V Things needed to be re-shot, interviews needed to be 
r re-done. 1 think I have a pretty good eye for that type \ 
P of stuff. I felt I could lend a little bit to the video to 
jj really bring it to a wider audience and help get it out 
there. It was really an interest. I really loved the 
skating in it. I loved the story. It’s a universal story, 
something I could relate to. I had an opportunity to 
help someone get a project out, moving forward that 
is the kind of stuff I would like to do; be there for 
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others who are trying to create and give back. 
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So you are on this Man vs. Skatepark Tour. What is the idea behind this? Is it just a demo with a fun name? 

It’s a regular demo with a fun name. We’re promoting the Greatest Hits video. How do you transition from a video of me fighting to skating? Well, 
you fight the skatepark. In some ways, it’s the extra motivation I need...when I call it “Man vs. Skatepark”, I know that the people who are sitting at 
the skatepark waiting for me to get there understand that it is supposed to be some sort of battle. It gives me a little extra motivation to make sure 
that I deliver. 

I thought that was a pretty cool name for a tour. 

I'm probably going to keep that name. My tours from here on out will be “Man vs. Skatepark” tours. I’m digging it. 

" J— j* ar + % W + m 

Do you know Larry before this? 

I first met him at some of the events I was dong. He’d show up and say hello. One thing led to another and he was on tour with us with The Rats 
We did a little southwest tour. He came along as a roadie. He started telling me about his project. I said when you get it done let me check it out 
He gave it to me and I was blown away by it. I was really moved by it. A friendship started out of it. 

You’re on Element now. How did you end up riding for them? Mt/ 

lotof product V “ llely sl f at ® boards g0lng oul of business, I wanted to be somewhere that was strong, secure, and was capable of selling a 

w nt to del r Zueh mv X n /?" "* “ ‘° “ ^ pU , b ' iC eye ’ with a bra " d lhal 15 ^ong. 1 '«=' what I bring to the table and what I 

wfrhX h h H gh my K ska ‘ ing ' nceds a eerta,n Platform. I can’t go too underground with it because then I don’t get the exposure. I like to flirt 

rd aXn hX iTTX T bnng “ «?“ T* hardc0re mcssagc “ ™ k « sense to me. It’s very comfortable for me, these types of 

he Whh X,h u asa vcry slrong brand - At this sta 8 e in the game, with the industry in shambles and things falling apart Must wanted to 

X ZjXtX m ° Ve SkatCb0ards and bc part something where the support would be there for touring and the 
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I Speaking ol touring, you’ve been married for a long time, you have kids. Being on the road all the time, how does that play into your 
1 relationships with them? 

I do tour a lot. But you have to understand, when 1 do tour, I keep the excursions each time out fairly short. This is the longest trip I believe I’ll be 
I on since...well; the Hawk tour was a little long, a couple weeks. I don’t go out for more than a couple weeks. When I am home. I’m home. I’m 
| there. I participate. At the end of the day, I have a very supportive wife who is there for me. She knows this is what I do and this is what I want to 
do, and she supports that and believes in me. We have a great relationship. Without that understanding and support, yeah it would be hard to pull 
I off. Trust me, I love what I do. I love being out here. I love interacting with the kids and putting on a show of my skating, but there is a definitely a 
major part of me that doesn’t want to do it, that would rather just slay home. My family is everything to me. My kids, it kills me to be away from 
them. It’s really, really hard. I try to stay as busy as possible when I am out here. That is why you see a stacked tour schedule. You don’t see days 
off- You don’t see free time. I don’t need any of that. If I get some of that, my brain will go crazy. My heart will start aching. It’s a tough life. It's 
hard. This duality I have as a touring professional and a family man is really hard to pull off. I think I handle it better than most people would, but it 
is still something very hard for me and very hard on me. 
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was watching TV the other night. Why were you never on SK8-TV? t , 

I was never on SK8-TV because I quit Powell Peralta. Stacy Peralta was responsible for producing those shows. Through the years, many times 
over not Lt the Powell Peralta days, I’ve been blacklisted over and over and over. I’ve been shut down, turned away. That’s the way it goes. I 
would have loved to have been on SK8-TV. It seemed like a fun program at the time. I not a media whore in the sense of I have to be ° n ^‘ s 
program” I push myself onto certain things. I make myself visible because 1 feel that is what I have to do in order to get my message out there and to 
be relevant. I feel Hke if I turned the other way and went the opposite direction, 1 would appear to be someone whining on the sideline^ f 5 "“ 
to be that 1 want to be on the front lines and say what I want to say and be what I’m about. You will see me on the forefront as far as lo of r ™^ 
coverage I have made an effort to be out there. I would have loved to be on SK8-TV at the time because that is how things are measured People 
notice ff you are not on. “You’re not on SK8-TV, you must not be that good.” Whatever. I got blacklisted. It 11 probably happen in the future as 
well, there is nothing we can do about it. _ 

is am » ■ » 

It was on around the same time Rubbish Heap came out and you just started skating for World. They were showing the top ten street tricks, 
and a lot of the tricks were from Jeremy Klein and Ron Chatman’s parts in Rubbish Heap. That’s what made me wonder why you were 

I'reaHyl'reaUy, really have pissed people off through the years. It’s not going to change. I’m a true individual. This is an industry and sport that is 
over run with followers and heard mentality. They don’t like people like me. 


Speaking of old companies, what happened with TV? Why did that fizzle out? 

That fizzled out of mixing friendship and business, during a really hard time in skateboarding. Sales weren’t there. This is when being cool was 
more important; what clothes you wore, what wheels you rode, who you were friends with. Templeton and I were on the outside of that. It takes a 
strong person to stay on the outside of that and persevere. We should have been the support system for each other but instead I think we weighed 
heavy on each other. At the end of TV, there is a lot that can be said about TV, and there is a lot of shit talking that can go back and forth, it’s a lot of I 
nonsense. I really ended the thing. I personally made an effort to end the thing because I felt that Ed needed to move on as an individual and move 
out from under my shadow. We were so associated with each other and my personality was so much stronger than his and he would constantly “yes” 
me to death, even when he didn’t want to. I felt “this isn’t right. I don’t want to take advantage of this person. I think he is a very talented and 
creative person and he needed to branch out on his own and do his own thing.” He didn’t see it that way at the time. He took it as we’re breaking up, 
you know. I felt like I gave him a gift. We were very, very good friends. It was like a divorce. It was sad. It was heart wrenching. The worst part 
is when something like that happens, and you hear someone else talking your shit, talking about you and your friend. That is hard to hear. What do 
you know about us? 

You were one of the first skaters to openly speak your mind and address different issues. Most skaters just rode their board and didn’t seem 
to show interest in anything outside of skateboarding. One of your first boards on World had “please don’t eat my friends” on the top. 

What reaction did you get from people for that? 

Lots of bad reactions. Lots of hatred, you know. People didn’t want to her about it. They don’t want to hear about stuff. Anytime you open your 
mouth and you have an opinion about anything, it’s a drag. People want everyone to conform and keep their mouth shut. I’ve never been about that, 
even as a little kid. I speak out. And I’ve been crucified many, many times for that. When you do that and you change your mind, it can be a real 
drag for you and everyone else. That’s growing up. I’ve grown up in a very public arena. That’s not easy. You live, you learn. You keep moving. 

Hi You can’t stop. You can’t get hung up on it. A lot of obstacles get thrown in your way. To me, life isn’t a race it’s a marathon. 

“ iiiiiiimi ■! ■ i hi • 

You have your band, Mike V and the Rats. Indecision put the first record out. Did you know Mandel before this? Did he approach you? 

How did that all work out? 

I didn’t know him, but other guys in the band did. They were in other bands and were connected to the hardcore scene. They knew Mandel lor years 

and years. It just made sense. Mandel said, “hey, I’ll put out a record.” We wanted to record, so we did it. 


If I'll 
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^knl^ve a large role in the soundtrack for the dvd? I noticed there was a lot of Indecision stuff on it. 

J The soundtrack is almost entirely Indecision except for the more recent Mike V. and the Rats recordings and the XfilesX recording. Dave was great 
i ab out it. He said we could use anything from the label. It’s hard to get music clearances and rights, and Dave was very generous about it. It’s got a 

great soundtrack. 
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Speaking of soundtracks, in 1281 you skated to 411. 

We knew those guys. They were local Huntington guys. We loved the record. We went to their shows. We felt really strongly about using the 
music. The whole New Deal tour we did, we listened to that cd so many times. We skated to it at all the demos. Between 411 and I don’t think we 
listened to much else, maybe Shelter or something. We were really into those bands. They told us we could use the music in the video, so we were 
stoked. Ed had to skate to the homophobic song (laughing.) That was the route Ed wanted to take. 

S. JKlfSJim. * .■MMnswmB 

Do you have any idea what happened to VCJ? I can’t find anything out about him now. 

Larry Ransom: I’ve got his phone number. I think it is. I haven’t worked up the guts to call him. I know a girl who’s mom dated him. 

So many of these people just got burned out by Powell. It became such a tedious relationship to have. VCJ was such a serious artist, he took every 
1 line, every scratch that he did in all his graphics to heart. When skateboarding started changing directions, he did not want to change. He did not 
. want to change his style. They started looking for new artists and I think he had other things he wanted to do. He is a very interesting fellow. I 
^3 remember working with him on my graphic and being around him. He was one of those guys that might have been too good for skateboarding. He 
had his season with skateboarding, but he couldn’t remain. 

sSKjC' 


I’d love to see what he is up to now. Let’s face it, some of those graphics... 

They’re timeless. They will never lose their beauty. I’ve got some VCJ sketches of the elephant graphic. They are a totally different direction. I 

• _a. ^ O 01 i. r o rl/ntnUnn rn ftronttiAr Ka/\1/ T iy\ i rrhf nut f «L 1 • 1 . . . i • . 


may give them to Sean Cliver, he’s doing a skateboard graphics book. 

HI ^gmsum 


might put them online soon, or I might put them in my own book. 
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You just did that Black Flag weekend. How did that go? 

I think it went really well. It was fun. I’ve heard a lot of negative things after the fact. Everything I’ve heard is online. There is not a lot of value in 
that. There is not a lot of truth in that. These are the type of people who have nothing better to do than talk shit. The people who had a good time 
and enjoyed themselves didn’t bother to go online and write about it, they just had a good time and enjoyed themselves. Me, I had a great time. I 
had a lot of fun. It was a great honor to play with Ginn and perform these songs. The My War record was the very first record of consequence I 
bought. I had owned stuff before that like KISS, Cheap Trick, but it was when I bought the My War record that it was THE record. It’s a very 
controversial record in the Black Flag discography. It was when they kind of went metal and started changing things up. They had this whole side B 
of slow, heavy songs. I love side A. I love side B. To get the opportunity to perform those songs was great. It was hard because we weren’t as 
prepared as we needed to be. Friday was a pretty tough gig, Saturday was little better, but by the time we played Sunday night, I delivered on those 
songs. They became mine for a moment in time. The Rats played two of our best shows. For a crowd that was pretty indifferent, we didn’t care. 

: know we delivered 


On the Greatest Hits dvd, you talk about how you haven’t fought anybody in over 2 years. You’ve become aware of thTpossiblT"^^™ 
consequences of your actions? 

I’ve always been aware of the consequences. I’ve never actually enjoyed one blow that I have thrown. I don’t have thing for violence at all. I think 
that is what they say about people who stand up for themselves and won’t take shit. I’m not a violent person. I do enjoy violent movies I do enjoy 
hockey tights. I have been known to use physical force against oppression. But at the end of the day, it has never felt right. It never feels good. I 
don t believe in it. It’s a strange situation. I feel so strongly against it, my emotions take over and I can’t control myself. I do not want to fight I 
anyone. I do not want to be physical with anyone. But when someone has the nerve to be physical with me, it pushes me over this line that I’d never 
want to cross. That I don’t believe in crossing. In a lot ways, I’m a tortured soul. When you have a family and you have a real life.. .1 have a home 1 
to go home to I have a family to spend time with. I have a woman to grow old with and enjoy life. I have no business fighting 4 guys in a parking 
lot in Seattle. No business at all. They are beneath me. I have so much more going for myself. Maybe it has taken me a long time to get to that 
point, feel blessed to have the opportunity to get to that point. Someone bigger hasn’t come along and smashed me into the ground. I haven’t hurt 
anybody. I ve never been hurt by anybody. I feel pretty lucky. I’m promoting this video; I’m pushing this video. There is definitely a message at 
the end ot the video. I don t think that anyone cares. I think they are still going to associate me with these incidents. I’m probably going to 
capitalize on the incidents tor many years to come. I’m very comfortable with who I am, wearing this skin, and living the life I’m living The video 
to me is entertainment. 6 ‘ 
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is rnrsi'isstis.? "™ 10 “ ,j r h ~ ,o risht *—* i.™ 

am a„, Who „ Some SjS, JSXT" “ h -r :4 * find on, | 

hand, give them a hug, and say “What’s up man r ' P |t makes mv life verv intpreci ^ goln § t0 kll! them - 1 wan t nothing more than to shake their 
something you are not, that gives you an opportunityto talkto fern anTthev Vh °T UP “ °‘ ° fd °° rS When >* 0 P le ^°c,ate you as 
communicate something more. At least I t^T * 8 ^ “ 3 ' 0t m0re t0 y0U ' 1 take il as an opportunity to 


: have this image of you as a hard, gnarly dude. Tell me something about you that people would be shocked to hear 
When I m at home I wear sweat clothes and sandals. I roll around with my kids. People think I sit in some cinder block room reading books and 
punching the wall. I ve had the most ludicrous things said to me and about me. I’m a family man. That’s where it’s at for me 1 love to get on the 
ground and roll around with my kids, spend some time goofing off, being silly. That is reality for me. 1 don’t wear these battered ass Dickies at 
home. They get put in the cl oset until it’s time to go on the road. 

I Word association time. Blue Tile Lounge: 

■Johnny Rad 
Ijohhny Rad: 

I Bones Brigade 
■ Street plants: 

I Injured right wrist. Big right forearm, skinny left forearm. 

I Jason Lee skating again: 

jits gonna be hard. You can’t just come back like that. I’m a Jason Lee fan. He’s agood guy. It’s not comeback because he doesn’t really care He 
himarouL" 0 "’ 1 thmkhe ’" Sh ° WUP °" y ° Ung ^ °‘ dergUy$ " ke US ’ We ’" be ,ike “* eah ’ there * Oh. 360flip!” 

I Thrashing 

I Never saw it. 

I Oh man, I don’t even know what to say to that. Anything you want to close with? 

II saw Gleaming the Cube. I saw Grind. 

I SaW the trailer for Grind and m y looked at me and said “you are so mad right now, aren’t you?” 

I W H ar w s ° df ensive about skateboarding. It’s not ours anymore, man. It belongs to ESPN and Pepsi. It’s not ours. It’s in the malls now Peoole are 
so diehard “Independent Trucks!’’ Independent Trucks are the top lifestyle brand of skateboarding You can buy the hmts in any damn mall s ore 
It s just no. what „ was. But where it is, it’s inside of us. As long as we stay core to what skateboarding meant to 

skatehoa^ 08 j “"T th ° Se f ° rward wlth us ’ the splnt lives on ' The s P irit is not in brands; the spirit is not in magazines. It’s not in 

| skateboard videos. It doesn t exist there anymore. It only exists in individuals. 


Maybe Salad Days will show that. 

We have to hope that people watch Salad Days. This is how jaded skateboarding has become. Do they even care? You know, Dogtown gets all 
these props and all this attention, but I don’t know if people carried the real message or vibe of Dogtown forward. I think what they took from it was 
style. Yeah, style was important, and what Jay Adams was doing was great, but it’s more so about people coming together and sharing this 
experience of skateboarding. Dogtown happens over and over again in communities all around the world. It happened in Lockport, New York. And 
that is what Salad Days is about. I don’t know if people will latch on to that. We’re hoping to inspire people to go out and enjoy skateboarding for 
what it is. Not let skateboarding be something that talks down to them. Competitions and all this media hype and exposure, it’s like this gap is 
growing between really riding and skateboard and what professional skateboarding is. So many of us are becoming spectators to skateboarding 
instead of becoming participants. I don’t like spectators. I want my skateboarding to inspire others to get out and kick some ass. Get out there and 
ride, be about it. That’s my interest in Salad Days, that’s why I did Drive, that’s why I’m on this tour. It’s about inspiring. I don’t want my skating 
to ever talk down to anyone. I want my skating to be accessible. 
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THE DISTANCE 

YOUR CLOStST FNfcAAlES 


NEW FULL LENGTH CD'S FROM SLAPSHOT (DIGITAL WARFARE) & SOME KIND OF HATE (UNDISPUTED). 
BRIDGE NINE RECORDS - P.O. BOX 990052, BOSTON, MA 02199-0052 USA www.BRIDGE9.com 
SEND $2 TO GET A CD SAMPLER FEATURING SLAPSHOT, SOME KIND OF HATE & 11 OTHER BANDS. 


THE DISTANCE 

jm YOUR CLOSEST ENEMIES %y|| 


IN STORES | 

JANUARY 27th i 
DEBUT 6 SONG CD. * 
FAST, PISSED OF H.C. , 


give up the ghost year one 


IN STORES 
FEBRUARY 17th 
THEIR FIRST 12 SONGS, 
PLUS 4 BONUS TRACKS. 


P.O. BOX 990052, I 


A 02199-0052 ,USA, www.BRIDGE9.com DISTRIBUTED BY LUMBERJACK SEND $2 FOR STICKERS & B9 IN FO! 


BRIDGE NINE 
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PEER PRESSURE!™ 
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ny i . ""wys ? ~ 

A few months ago, while at lunch at work, I 
was reading an old issue of Schism. I came lil 
across an ad for Positive Peer Pressure 
clothing company. I have always been a fan fc 
of the shirts and I started to wonder what 
George Haye was up to these days. After a 
little research, I was able to track George 
down. He was excited to do an interview 
and talk about old times. George is a great 
guy with an interesting, positive outlook on 





f& life. Read on. 

This is a response to the first email I sent George, asking some basic questions " ^ 

iiiiisssii? 

ONLY hardcore), then that’s OK with me too 

That s what PPP was always about. Heck, my message never was "drinking sucks", it was "ITS OK NOT TO DRINKr a„h i 
wasnt going around saying "fuck you if you do drugs", I was saying on my shirt "DON'TNEED nSS"l t K ' 1 

! thp d H s something I do not like about other aspects of straight edge and hardcore - the concrete shoes § ’ 

j ‘ nH Z®“ " 1USt be eXactly llke thls " mentality. That has nothing to do with anything except brain washing ’ 

| else £2 CSWSJSS? 1 ' “ k ’ " hy Pr ""’ d “ ^ ^ we so 8 „d„ be like everyone 

!£Pr^ 

! “2 r*** - i. 
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I Tell me a little about yourself. 

[ I’m 33 but I won’t be for long. I still live in California. I still have 
t never been to Europe. Among other things, I listen to Manu Chao, 

' ride mountain bikes, watch hockey games, and read poetry. 

In a previous email, you sent a pic of you backpacking in 
America. Is that something you are really into? Do you have 
any good stories from that trip? 

• One of my favorite things to do is to go to other countries and see 
how life is lived there. Of course, even if you go cheap, it s still 
■< impossible to get time off, so I’ve not traveled too much yet. So, 

•J OK, a story: I plan this awesome trip to Chile.. On the second day 
*1 of the trip, I break my foot windsurfing! Cool, I guess THAT was ^ 

*< meant to happen. So now what? Doctor says “wear cast / no hiking , 

! I immediately find the oldest school mountaineering boots you can 
1 imagine, and 1 wear them for 90 days straight! Foot’s healed. George 
' painfully walked all over, and saw so much of, dear Chile! 

I was watching Letterman last night and the guy who was pinned 
under a boulder and had to amputate his arm was on explaining 
the ordeal. You popped into mind, knowing that you are an avid 
fan of hiking and the like. Do you think you could have done the 
same in that situation? What sort of 
.•mjj preparations do you make before you go out? Could you imagine 
X»V being in that position? 

# I'd suggest that everyone bring a knife, plenty of water, some food, the 
£\VsS* Minor Threat Dischord compilation CD, a jacket, a compass, and 
V anything else you can think of whenever you hit the trail. The guy who 
». saved himself by cutting off his own arm is a hero of mine. Inspiring. I 

\ cannot imagine how painful that would be, and who knows how the 
. heck I would stay conscious while cutting off my own arm?! That is 
some kind of determination! 

How did you get exposed to the scene? 

Originally a metalhead, I had a penchant for ballistic music. Being a 
metalhead, I also saw a lot of drugs. I didn’t understand why you’d use 
them, but I respected my friends that did - or actually this quickly would 
change to: I worried about my friends that did.(!) Luckily living in Orange 
County, I got wind of the scene led at the time by Pat Dubar and Uniform 
Choice. The rest, as they say, is history. 

What made you start making shirts? What I mean is, was there something that happened that pushed this from an idea to 
becoming a reality? 

Spuds Mackenzie. Need I saw more? Maybe I need to: Bud Light t-shirts with alcoholic dogs on them were being worn by every 
kid in my school in Huntington Beach (Marina High School). What is rebellion? Well in high school, one form of fun rebellion can 
be doing diametrically the exact opposite of that which is socially required. Heehee. I wrote activist articles for the school paper 
and I printed crazy bold “no-drugs” t-shirts and gave them to everyone I could. I had the tallest guys on the basketball team 
wearing my shirts and standing on benches in “the quad”. (One of them, Mark Jorgensen, ended up playing for the Arizona 
Wildcats NCAA champ team, I believe. Yay.) That was just the beginning... 

>\\\\\\\\w 

Wnda Ss)? f reaCUOn did y0 “ 8e ‘ fr ° m thC kWS Wh ° Weren,t int ° thC meSSage y ° U were sendin 8 ? dike the AC/DC vo-tech 

rTTl u" °/j h f kidS a ‘ my high SCh0 °' WCre Straight edge! Serious| y th ough, more than anything they were 
sZ y ,f? Cked th , at 1 d ' dn 1 gl V ® a da ™ about bein g social| y decimated, ostracized, marginalized for making my little (bi») 
h oh-so-uncool. Heck, I ve always been in the out crowd and sometimes I still find myself there, happily I was 

IOUS and never understood how anyone could ever care about what their peers in high school thought of them It never 
occurred to me that it matters. Does it!? When did we learn that? I really must have missed that day. Truth: I never cared what 
anyone said or thought, unless...it was positive! 

i Did you do the printing yourself? 

1 Heck no. I was clueless, but I found a 2 pack per day smoking lady with a big heart and a tiny hot tin warehouse t-shirt printing 
busi ness who didn’t mind printing my propaganda (i.e.: SMOKING STINKS) 
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The screens are long gone; do you still have the 
; original art? Kids would REALLY be into another 
run of those shirts. 

The screens and art are gone/in another dimension by 
now. One thing I can say is that they wouldn’t be that 
tough to duplicate the art and the screens. If someone 
wants to make them and produce shirts, that would be 
cool, just email me geohave@vahoo.com . 


How did you feel the first time you saw the cover of 
We’re Not in This Alone. Plain as day, there it is, 
an It’s OK Not to Drink shirt. 

OK, I admit, I can be a hero worshipper. YOT are 
heroes of mine. Seeing my shirt on there was a total 
blast. Hey, I was an activist, a communicator. THEY 
were the real deal making the music and rapping the 
rap and doing it LOUD. It was awesome! I felt like my 
team made it to the world series, but different. 

% 


What was PPP Europe? 

PPP Europe was a short-lived experiment. A friend of mine in Europe bought a bunch of shirts to sell over there at shows, etc. 
Well, what can I tell you? We were not businessmen. We lost money at every turn [somehow I had him pay me only $3 per shirt 
including shipping; well at least my heart was in the right place...]. 

^////45^/y////////^^^^^ : :y//ra-.-.vv av/xwc* 

There were 4 designs? 

Yes: (1) IT’S OK NOT TO DRINK, (2) DON’T NEED DRUGS, (3) SMOKING STINKS, (4) THE PPP AUSSIE SHIRT. For the 
most part the message was about personal freedom and outrageous rebellion in the face of cemented social standards which to this 
I day remain set in stone(!). We were saying IT’S OK NOT TO DRINK, and we were *not drinking*. But note that we were not 
1 saying that it sucks to drink or you are lame if you drink or anything like that. We were happy to positively influence our friends, 
i but we simply did not look to see what everyone else was doing. “Our challenge was in house’’, and it still is. 

. •>. 

Did you have anything else planned, but never saw the light of day? 

Who knows what this cat would have gotten into if it had not been for college and graduate school, literature and environmental 
Jaw, casting a “disappear” spell on my free time! 

Did PPP have any distribution? A friend said that every time he wrote to order a shirt, you were out of them. 

■ was busy and had no cash flow but kept stock most of the time. Let’s see, I remember shipping every shirt out of my parents 
house, by hand. I read/deciphered letters written in English with Polish accents, Brazilian accents, and even New Jersey accents. I 
wrote back my pen pals until my fingers bled. I was interviewed for fanzines and alternative radio stations in all the relevant world 
capitals: Amsterdam, Medellin, Lima, Jerusalem, Wash DC... Just a shy kid keeping busy. I kept T-shirts in stock very well for a 
long time, and lost only a couple thousand dollars all told, but at some point it all ended. Then, predictably, after that point, yes, 
when peopl e wro te to order shirts, I was pretty much always out of them. 

‘ :-r-5*KK: 

You were invited to a United Nations meeting in Australia in 1989. Tell me about that! 

The United Nations asked me to speak as a youth leader at the Seventh World Congress for the Prevention of Alcoholism and 
Drug Dependency held at Brisbane City Hall, Australia, September, 1988. Kings and Queens, Heads of State, and delegates from 
over 60 nations attended., from places across Europe, Central America, Africa, and Asia, where I still dream of hopefully visiting 
some day. I of course made the official T-shirts. You see, Downtown Brisbane was never as colorful as on those days. Dignified 
^-nitaries in traditional garb., with turbans, African headdresses, and berets., all wearing my PPP T-shirts! 


di. 


How < 


r did they find out about you? What was your initial reaction when you found out they wanted to send you to 
Australia? 

I It is still a mystery how they found out about me! Well, when I got the invitation letter, my first reaction was more like "Shit! They 
| caught me!" — kind of like I had been busted for being such a trouble-maker (That’s where my mind was in relation to the world at 
that time of my life.) Then, I slowly realized that this was an incredibly cool opportunity, and I was going down under! 

Alas, I was a rebel. I noticed that many of the delegates were in fact somehow actually believing that they were morally superior to 
anyone who drank, or smoked. For them, there was a “right way” of living. They were doctors, lawyers, leaders, clerics. I was a 
pimply kid with crazy hair just counting the seconds until I could get away to listen to Hirax, Bad Brains, or Insted. 
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K*>^> When you drank that lager, what were you thinking and what were your emotions like? L . . , , 

‘ ' As far as that Aussie beer I tackled, I bought it because I had never wanted a beer before and therefore had never had a beer before, 

but I wanted one now. You see, there were lots of moralistic people at this U.N. Congress, and I was rebelling against them, if you 
«V C an imagine that. They thought it was "wrong" to drink, and that people who drink are "bad". All I was doing was saying ITS O 
XK NOT TO DRINK!" - free choice -I just wanted to crack a little opening in the world for kids to crawl through who wanted to 
«*■ • m ake a positive independent choice, for a change. Oh, and I was a sophomore in college - that’s about normal for a first beer, don t 
you think? Anyway, it tasted incredibly horrible - just the astonishing fact of how horrible it was...was amusement enough to 
make me feel better about my foolish purchase. \__ . 

Lveryone h^^^ood”Tdea*ofhow shows/the scene was on the east coast in the late 80’s (CB’s, The Anthrax), what was going 

on in California? , , . . , 

Late 1980’s on the California coast. Huntington Beach. Colorful time. Lots of lazy sunshine, spinning records, and surprisingly 

' very little spilled beer. Fender’s was the place that everyone wanted to play -1 can still vividly remembw the first time I saw 
1 Uniform Choice play there. First, after school, the band and everyone else hung out with Big Frank and Billy Rubin (Half Oft) at 
! z e( j Records in Long Beach, then we all headed down the road a mile or two to go off at Fender’s. But mainly, everyone played 
wherever they could plug it in” which would often be some random spot such as the Bakersfield Civic Armpit Auditorium. No 

P There were lots of cool shows from San Diego to San Francisco. And yes, we were fanatics.. Kevin Seconds said it best in I 
Can Remember”: “I remember the H.B. kids so well, they’d bus to San Francisco...we’d dance along and sing the song until we 

CCCCO were black and blue.” . , , f , 

SSSSS Bl’ast! from Santa Cruz would thankfully come around from time to time and leave us deaf. Anaheim produced some ol the 
»»> most energetic bands including Insted and ska-sters No Doubt (ever heard of them?). Up the freeway from Anaheim, we’d catch 
Scott Radinski playing baseball for the L.A. Dodgers, then catch him singing for Scared Straight! 

More fun “local” bands included Free Will (with Mike Hartsfield) from Lake Tahoe and Wind of Change from AZ. Oxnard s 
X*VVV Fred Hammer appears to have led the prodigious zine scene with his great “It’s Alive”. It all comes back to 7Seconds, however. 

Kevin and the boys truly tied together the music and the message in a way few bands ever have. Their awareness of their place and 
their time, their fearless pursuit of groove and originality in their music, and their indefatigable positive spirit have made them 
untouchable, timeless... -1 know I will still be singing “Young ‘til I Die” when I’m a grandpa! 

• - - - 
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Do you still check out newer hardcore bands? Do you go to shows still? ( . f 

I do go to shows still, but overall I am pretty clueless on what’s happening in the scene. Let s just say I can t wait or t is issue o 

your zine to come out -- maybe there will be some clues, so I can find out whats up 1 
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POSITIVE loudpu!?wef(1ltsh:i?T5! 

PEER PRESSURE!™ 


Statements: 

A:IT'S OK NOT TO DRINK! 
BrDON'T NEED DRUGS! 

C: PPP LOGO SHIRT 
D:IT’S OK NOT TO SMOKE! 
C$10] Each, Total (USA) 
(ill) Mexico and Canada 
Elsewhere: 
($12) 6 weeks by Surf 

($18) 1 Week by Air 

£ started PPP cuz I 

ire enough to point 
LOUD and CLEAR that we 
ALL can stand up in 
the face of negative 
pressure to drink, etc; 
and defy it!, making 
a powerful 


ORANGE COUNTY 
CALIFORNIA 

latatenent and at the same time making fori 
enjoyment! These shirts are awesome! 

.4-sided, 3-colored, and printed on heavy 
pre-shrunk 100* cotton t-shirts l They shoe) _ 
and inspire—in pride and in comfort! Intensi 
'rebellion can be fun!--George (714) 840-547^ 


All 


Excellent 


£ 


9 




shirts are 4-sided: 
A,B,C, or D front and I 
back plus logo and I 
messages on I 
sleeves!I 
[T-Colors: Red, | 
Turquoise, 
or White) I 
[T-Sizes: I 
M,L,XL) I 

VVWIf 

PPP himrvir * • I 


^tickers, with great! 
messages!: All 4 forf 
,3 Total, Everywhere .1 
: Make check or money I 
o rder out to: PPP/Geo rgefl 

(■Bluntington Beach, 
<'92647 USA. US or foreigt 

_i equivalent OK, but hide! 

._ it well! Feel free to call orT 

lyrite with corments or questions! r 
All orders are RUSH orders! I 


Walter,bassist for Yovth of TodUyjSpoH-insL 
Positive Peer Pressure shirt <xt ihe r.i. sWfew. 





































































































































































































































MODERN LIFE IS WAR 
“My Love. My Way.” 

CD/LP 


MURDER WEAPON 
“Nervous Wreck” 

MCD 

. .r* 


BALL 
.Y.H.C.” 

7" (CDEP on Thorp) 




MARTYR RECORDS • WWW.MARTYRRECORDS.COM 
DISTRIBUTION • PHONE: 419.726.3930 • FAX: 4 


EXCLUSIVELY DISTRIBUTED BY LUMBERJACK 
;93|* WWW.LUMBERJACK-ONLINE.COM 



































Perfect Victim Records 
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R BLUE MONDAY 


HEART MEANS EVERYTHING WHAT'S DONE IS DONE 





NYC 


!, city @.f the dsamecl 11 



The HTEfln 


A IS FOR ASSHOLE 


<?• 


CLOSE CALL 

^nmeo Mjalked 


/ K+ ~ 






YO^ 


A 



witn an tnese records. 
Wouldn’t you call yourself perfect tooP 

Perfect Victim Records, PO Box 52084. Boston. MA 02205 www.perfectvictim.com 
On January 12004 Stab and Kill Records changed its name to Perfect Victim Records. 
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